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MESSAGE 
from the Mayor

 JOHN ‘TRACTOR’ FERGUSON
After a long and challenging year, I look forward to what 2026 can bring for our community. We have
some significant projects on the horizon, including:

Upgrading the Sewerage Treatment Plant
Sams/Frew Street Truck Infrastructure
$5M investment on Warri Gate Road
Noccundra Airstrip sealing and fencing
Nearly $100M in QRA DRFA road restoration works

These projects will help strengthen our community, improve essential infrastructure, and support the
resilience and growth of Bulloo Shire.

I also want to acknowledge the Premier and the Queensland Reconstruction Authority’s support in
funding a flood study and exploring a future levy, which will help our community better prepare for and
manage flood events.

Disaster Recovery 
Recovery is a long road, and progress has been slow, but we’re getting there. We’re pleased to share that
our first Council houses will be occupied before Christmas, with the remaining homes scheduled for early
March. We apprentice that it will be a hot summer and are working with Forge to get people into homes
as soon as possible.
Council will remain based at the VIC into the new year, with the Administration Centre due for completion
in April 2026. It’s been a tight fit, and we thank the VIC team for sharing their space with us.

Disaster Funding for Sport and Recreation Venues
The Department of Sport, Racing and Olympic and Paralympic Games has announced the disaster
recovery grant program for sport and recreation venues. We are preparing submissions for the Memorial
Park, the Community Centre, Rodeo Grounds, Football Oval, and Golf Club. If successful, this funding will
help restore these facilities to their pre-flood condition. 
We will continue to explore additional funding options to support the recovery of our tourism assets.

Paroo Bridge at Eulo Stakeholder Engagement 
The Department of Transport and Main Roads (TMR) is continuing stakeholder engagement regarding
options for raising the Paroo Bridge at Eulo. TMR has met with Bulloo and Paroo Shire Councils, with
wider community engagement planned on-site in February–March 2026. The project is expected to
provide greater resilience by reducing bridge closures by up to 50%.

At the same time, TMR is progressing design work to raise the South Comongin crossing on the Quilpie-
Thargomindah Road.

I would like to thank Council staff, contractor, volunteers, and community members for their dedication
and support throughout the year.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
Have a wonderful break and enjoy some special time with your family.



A Christmas Message from the CEO

As we wrap up another big year in the Bulloo, I want to wish
every one of you a very Merry Christmas and a wonderful,
well-earned break.

We’ve had our challenges, but as always our community pulled
together, supported one another, and showed the resilience
and spirit that makes this place so special. I’m incredibly proud
of what we’ve achieved.

Thank you to everyone who’s lent a hand, had a yarn, shown
compassion, or gone the extra mile this year. It’s those
everyday moments that keep our shire strong.

I hope you all get to slow down, enjoy time with family and
friends, and recharge for the year ahead. Stay safe on the
roads, travel well, and I look forward to catching up with you
around the traps in 2026.

        Warm wishes,

     Tiffany Dare



Road Maintenance Budget and Challenges
Council would like to remind residents that while we do our best to maintain our extensive road network, it
simply isn’t possible to grade every road every year.

Council’s annual budget for road maintenance, which includes town streets, rural roads, and resealing, is
approximately $2 million. Given the high cost of road construction and maintenance, Council relies heavily
on external funding sources such as state and federal disaster recovery grants.

Typical Road Maintenance Costs:

Medium Formation Grade (no gravel):  $ 6,500 per km
Resealing:                                               $42,000 per km

Council Maintains:

2,216 km of unsealed roads
282 km of sealed roads

Maintaining the entire road network every year is not financially viable. While ratepayers contribute to
Council’s budget, these funds must support a broad range of essential community services, including:

Waste collection and disposal
Parks and recreational facilities
Libraries and community centres
Environmental management
Public safety and health programs
Local planning and development
Emergency and disaster response

Restoration of Essential Public Assets (REPA)
Council has $48.8M in approved REPA works from previous events that are either out to tender or being
prepared for tender. In addition, Council has lodged a $49 million REPA submission with the Queensland
Reconstruction Authority (QRA) for the restoration of road sections impacted by the recent disaster event. 

Once this submission is approved, Council will engage a contractor to undertake the restoration works.

East            $26.4M
North         $18.3M
South         $ 3.6M



 Bundeena Road
Work completed under 

Transport Infrastructure
Development Scheme (TIDS) 

 Warri Gate Road 
Work completed under the 

Roads to Recovery (RTR) Program

Bitumen Seal Works
This completed work is another

step in providing Bulloo Shire with 
a more resilient road network,

greater accessibility and improved
road safety.

 Innamincka Road 
 Patch repair work completed under 

Queensland Reconstruction
Authority (QRA) 
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Agforce Carbon Farming Outreach Workshop
Producers attended a workshop at the Thargomindah Golf club with 
presentations on Carbon Farming, including:

The fundamentals of carbon tailored to your region and commodity, focused on facts and free from media
or political spin
Carbon in your property and business: How it works & how to change it – Veg, soil, energy and livestock
Supply Chains and Governments – Opportunities, risks, expectations
Carbon calculators and how to use them
How to prepare yourself and identify carbon advisors trying to sell you a lemon
Pulling it all together for your business

Town Common Cattle Muster
The October Common muster was held on the 25 & 26 October. 
There were 35 cattle sold, 7 moved off the common and 1 calf
 branded. There are now 43 cattle registered to 9 owners on the
 common.

Weeds (Invasive Plants)
Gavin O’Connor from Biosecurity Queensland visited Thargomindah 15-16 October to undertake surveillance on
weeds at Bundeena, Hungerford and Thargomindah.

Bundeena
The Opuntia Puberula has been killed at Bundeena and a sweep of the area was also conducted with no new
plants being found. The Coral Cactus is slowly being eaten away by the Cochineal Bug, with some new plants
being found. Another sweep of the area will be conducted in 12 months to hopefully confirm no new plants.

                        30 May 2024                 Opuntia Puberula at Bundeena               15 October 2025
                                                                                           

RURAL SERVICES



Hungerford
The Coral Cactus at Hungerford has taken off after flooding. 
The bug was knocked around by the water and is coming back
in some plants. Plants were sprayed in house blocks, at the dump, 
sports grounds, along the roadside and in vacant blocks

Thargomindah
Mimosa was found near the Hungerford Crossings, these were sprayed
to prevent spreading.

Mexican Poppy
Many Mexican poppy plants have germinated
along the roadside and in-house yards since
the large flooding event. This is an introduced
species from Mexico and is not currently a
Declared Plant in Queensland, but its control
is recommended. It has low nutritional value
and is not grazed by stock and is known to be
toxic but with no conclusive cases.

Picarilli Ram Sale
The Annual on Farm Picarilli Ram Sale was held on 22 October. A Helmsman Auction was conducted
with buyers present onsite and participating online. Care Outreach also attended the day talking to
landholders. A BBQ lunch was provided by Picarilli.

SQ Landscapes Fish Surveys
Fish Surveys were conducted in the Bulloo River around Thargomindah during October. All fish caught
(502) were native, they included Bony herring, Silver Tandan, Desert Rainbow Fish, Yellowbelly,
Spangled Perch and Gudgeons. Also caught were turtles, yabbies and shirmp. Most sights had plenty of
juvenile species present which can be attributed to the flooding in March 2025. The largest Yellowbelly
caught was 45cm. 

                 Silver Tandan                                                                                45cm Yellowbelly



HUNGERFORD BILBIES
In consultation with the Hungerford community,  Council

commissioned three x 1 metre high bilbies for the township. 

These little guys have now been installed in front of the
Hungerford Hall. 

Be sure to check them out next time you’re passing through!

















Let’s get Wise with our Water
Did you know the average Australian goes through approximately 340 litres of water per day? Did you
also know that the residents of Thargomindah used 26,263 kilolitres of water during the month of
February alone – this actually equates to a whopping 3,501.7 litres of water per person per day! 

Some easy ways to cut back on water usage around your home includes:
Install a water saving shower head – they use around 40% less water than a standard shower head.
Keep showers short and sweet – a standard shower uses 15-25 litres of water per minute, reduce
your shower time to reduce water usage.
Turn off the tap when you brush your teeth – this can save 6 litres of water per minute.
Fix dripping taps – a dripping tap can waste 15 litres of water a day, or 5,500 litres of water per year.
Only run fully loaded washing machines and dishwashers – those half-filled loads add up to lots of
wasted water over time.
Be water efficient whenever possible – for example, wash your car on the lawn to water and fertilise
the grass at the same time. Car shampoos use phosphates similar to many fertilisers.
Don’t use water if another tool can do the job – use a rake, broom or outdoor blower to clean paths
and driveways rather than a hose.
Only water your lawn when it needs it – if it springs back after stepping on it, it doesn’t require
watering. When you do water, a good soaking every now and then is preferable to frequent light
watering. Thorough watering encourages deeper roots, giving you a stronger, more drought resistant
lawn.
Water at the right time – watering your garden in the early morning or evening reduces water loss
through evaporation. Don’t put the sprinkler on if it’s too windy.
Choose the right plants – local native varieties and other water wise plants attract wildlife and need
less maintenance and watering.
Mulching plants is key to retaining moisture – as well as reducing evaporation and water run-off, a
good quality mulch will also provide nutrients to the plants and restrict weed growth.

Council are asking the residents of Thargomindah to be aware of the damage foreign objects can cause
when flushed down the toilet. Foreign objects being flushed down toilets can potentially cost Council
several thousands of dollars to either remove or repair pipework or pumps. 

Recently a towel was was removed from the discharge pumps – this caused the pumps to shut down with
the potential to cost Council several thousands of dollars to repair damage when they became trapped in
a pump at the Vacuum Sewerage Treatment Plant. This blockage caused a major electrical problem which
shorted out the switchboard and required the pump to be replaced. 

Other items flushed that are often causing problems within our sewerage network include wet wipes, toys
and tools to name just a few. 

Please remember to only flush the Three P’s – Pee, Poo and (toilet) Paper!



What not to flush
Do you ever wonder where your waste goes once you flush the toilet? The network of pipes under your
house are designed to carry toilet paper, pee and poo. But un-flushable items like cotton buds, wet wipes,
paper towel, tissues, toys and rags always make their way into our wastewater system.

Once down the drain, these items can clump together and can cause serious blockages to your
household pipes that can force the waste to back up in your pipes and flood into your home or yard.  This
can have a significant impact on the sewerage system and the environment, and be expensive to repair.
Even some products that are labelled as flushable can contribute to massive pipe monsters!

Not sure how to dispose of other waste products? 
Cotton buds, tissues and wet wipes aren’t flushable. These items don’t disintegrate like toilet paper. So
don’t even think about putting them anywhere near your loo. The same goes for paper towel and dental
floss which also won’t break down in water. Instead, use a bin to dispose of any items that can’t be
flushed.

Nappies, sanitary products, condoms and fabric items (clothing, underwear, towels or rags etc)
Save the poor plumber that task of fishing these nasties out of your drain by wrapping them up and
placing them in your rubbish bin. Dispose of razors in the bin and syringes should go in a sharp disposal
container.

Food scraps, coffee grounds, tea leaves - If you have food scraps or leftovers to discard, bin them rather
than tipping them down the toilet or drain. Always keep a strainer in your sink to make sure scraps don’t
make their way down the drain. Don’t forget, most food waste can go into a compost bin or worm farm so
your garden can benefit from the extra nutrients.

Cooking fats and oils - Fats, oils and grease hardening in pipes cause 30% of our wastewater blockages.
Play your part by removing grease and food scraps from your pots, pans and dishes before you wash
them. Pour cooking oil and grease into a container and put it in the freezer until bin day – or decant any
cooking oils and fats into a suitable sealed container and drop it off at the oil recycle drop off area at the
Thargomindah dump. 

Chemicals - Paint, cleaning products, fertilizer, pesticides or oils should not be poured down drains.
Instead, contact Council in regard to dropping them off at the hazardous waste section at the
Thargomindah dump.

Engine oils - Place all engine oils in a purpose-made container with a secure cap (the container in which
the oils were purchased in is perfect) and drop it off at the oil recycle drop off area at the Thargomindah
dump. Just remember that cooking oils and engine oils need to be separated. 

Unused medicines - You can take any human or animal medication to the Thargomindah clinic, or any
pharmacy next time you’re away, for safe disposal. This includes prescription or over the counter
medicines, herbal or complementary supplements that are expired or no longer required.
 

The Dos and Don’ts flushing
If you or your family feel confused about what you can and can’t flush down the toilet, here are some dos
and don’ts. 

DO flush pee
DO flush poo 
DO flush toilet paper
DON’T flush tissues
DON’T flush paper towels
DON’T flush wet wipes
DON’T flush sanitary items
DON’T flush nappies
DON’T flush kitty litter
DON’T flush cotton pads
DON’T flush any fabric items 
DON’T flush anything other than pee, poo and toilet paper











Across

4. A type of biscuit you can build a 
house out of 
7. You  kiss under this plant 
8. A toy that you might get that runs on 
a track 
12. Yo u eat this chocolatey log at 
Christmas 
13. A type of meat eaten at Christmas 
15. You decorate the tree with this 
sparkly decoration 
16. A gathering of people having fun 
17. You get fairy ones of these on a 
Christmas tree 

Down 1. You might have an evergreen or

artificial 
one of these covered in decorations 
2. Another name for Father Christmas 
3. These are used to pull a sleigh at 
Christmas 
4. Fictional character that hates Christmas 
5. A play that tells the story of the birth of 
Jesus 
6. The day before Christmas day 
9. You wear this ugly knitted item at 
Christmas 
10. Reindeer with a red nose 
11. A famous snowman name 
14. You do this to presents before you give 
them to someone 
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Bulloo Shire Council Closure & Contacts

Administration Office, VIC and Library
Closing 4:00pm Friday, 19 December 2025

 & re-opening 8:30am Monday, 5 January 2026.

Works Depot
Closing 3:00pm Thursday, 18 December 2025

 & re-opening 6:00am Monday, 12 January 2026.

Council Contacts 
WATER & SEWERAGE - 0491 221 025

ROADS & INFRASTUCTURE - 0417 620 039
AIRPORT - 0437 252 979

Bulloo Shire Council 
wish you 

Safe and Happy Holidays 


