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SWQROC Meeting (St George) 

I recently attended the South West Queensland Regional
Organisation of Councils (SWQROC) meeting held in St
George alongside fellow Mayors from across the region.
Members received a range of important updates and
presentations on matters impacting our communities:

Translink provided an update on the 2026 review of
regulated air services. This follows their recent visit to the
region for community consultation, and their review will
help inform future service delivery across South West
Queensland.

The Bureau of Meteorology updated members on the new
weather station. The project is progressing, with final
location to be determined in Quilpie Shire and an
estimated delivery timeframe of approximately two years,
including around 18 months of off-site construction
followed by installation on site.

Regional Development Australia (RDA) presented an
overview of the current drought framework for South West
Queensland, outlining how the region is being supported
and coordinated through ongoing drought conditions.
·The Queensland Government provided a briefing on recent
State Government priorities relevant to regional and
remote communities.

Members also received a presentation on the Digital
Connectivity in South West Queensland Report,
highlighting current challenges and opportunities to
improve connectivity across the region.

The Queensland Reconstruction Authority (QRA) provided
an update on recent projects funded under the Queensland
Resilience and Risk Reduction Program (QRRRP),
supporting ongoing work to strengthen community
resilience.

The group endorsed the formation of a Child Safety
Reform Working Group to support the implementation of
the Child Safe Organisations Act 2024. This legislation
establishes a new legal framework requiring organisations
working with children to implement enhanced
safeguarding measures.

These meetings remain an important forum for regional
collaboration, advocacy and ensuring the priorities of
South West Queensland are clearly communicated to State
and Federal partners.
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·Insurance in Rural and Regional Queensland Roundtable
(St George)

I also attended the second Insurance in Rural and Regional
Queensland Roundtable in St George. The roundtable
brought together representatives from the QRA, the
National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA), major
insurers, and local and state government.

Discussions focused on:

Continuing to strengthen the link between flood
mitigation infrastructure and insurance premium
outcomes for regional and remote communities
Sharing key learnings and outcomes from the
Roundtable Working Group

These discussions are part of ongoing work to address the
challenges faced by regional communities in accessing
affordable insurance.

SWQROC Fuel Tracker
If you’re travelling across the South West Queensland
(SWQROC) region for upcoming events and are unsure
about fuel availability, be sure to check the SWQROC Fuel
Tracker before you go.
Tourism plays a vital role in supporting our smaller
communities, and we greatly appreciate visitors taking the
time to explore our region.

Flood Study and Levee Design Update
Council recognises the importance of flood mitigation for
our community and continues to actively progress the
Flood Study and Levee Design for Thargomindah as a
priority project.

Following recent discussions with QRA representatives,
including a meeting held in St George, Council has
confirmed the scope of works that will be progressed
under this program. These include:

Flood Study – Thargomindah
Engagement of Peer Review and Technical Experts
Floor Level Capture – Thargomindah 
Levee Concept Design – Thargomindah
LiDAR (aerial mapping) capture for the Bulloo
catchment
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The Flood Study will provide a detailed understanding of
flood behaviour, risks, and mitigation options, forming the
basis for future infrastructure investment and improved
resilience across the community.

At present, QRA is in the final stages of appointing
technical experts. Once this is confirmed, Council will be
able to commence the tender process for the flood study.
LiDAR mapping and floor level capture works are currently
anticipated to be undertaken by the State in July, which will
provide critical data to support accurate modelling and
design.

Importantly, once the levee concept design is completed
and a preferred mitigation option is confirmed, funding is
expected to progress towards construction of the levee as
a key long-term solution.

In addition to the above, Council has put forward further
projects for consideration under resilience and risk
reduction funding programs, including:

Hungerford Township Flood Study
Hungerford Township Flood Levee Design
Thargomindah Evacuation Centre Design
Updating the Local Disaster Management Plan and
sub-plans
Enhancement of Council’s Disaster Dashboard 

Council remains committed to advocating strongly for
these projects and ensuring our communities are better
prepared for future disaster events.
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Thargo Bulls Return Home in
Historic Rugby League Revival

The spirit of country rugby league was alive and thriving in
Thargomindah on Saturday, 9 May 2026, as the Thargo
Bulls hosted their first home game in 24 years. The long-
awaited return of senior rugby league to the small south-
west Queensland town drew a huge crowd, packed
accommodation, and created an atmosphere that locals
will remember for years to come.

After months of hard work rebuilding the club and
reigniting community support following the devastating
2025 floods, the Bulls finally ran onto their home ground in
front of a sea of blue and gold supporters. Families, former
players, travelling fans, and neighbouring communities all
gathered to celebrate what was far more than just a
football game — it was a celebration of resilience,
mateship, and community pride.

The day kicked off with junior football before the senior
fixtures took centre stage later in the afternoon. The Bulls
first faced the Charleville Comets in a tough and physical
contest. Despite a determined effort and strong defensive
display, the Comets managed to secure a 12–0 win.

But the highlight of the day was still to come.

In front of a roaring home crowd, the Thargo Bulls
produced a memorable performance against the
Cunnamulla Rams, charging away to a thrilling 38–14
victory — the club’s first win in more than two decades.
Mack Mason starred for the Bulls with two tries, while
Liam Negus and Lachie Bumpton also crossed for doubles
in an outstanding team effort. Captain Dylan Andrews led
from the front, contributing with the boot and helping guide
the side around the field.

The success of the event went well beyond the
scoreboard. More than 200 spectators lined the oval fence
throughout the day, with caravans and visitors filling the
town. Old jerseys and Bulls merchandise made a proud
return, and celebrations continued long after the final siren
sounded.

The Thargo Bulls committee would like to extend a huge
thank you to all volunteers, sponsors, players, families, the
referee and community members who helped make the
weekend such a success. From preparing the grounds and
organising catering, to running the bar, gate, raffle, and
canteen, every helping hand played a part in bringing rugby
league back to Thargomindah.

A special thank you goes to the neighbouring clubs who
travelled long distances to support the return of western
rugby league, as well as the local businesses and
sponsors whose generosity helped make the event
possible. The club would also like to acknowledge the
dedication of coaches, trainers, committee members, and
supporters who have worked tirelessly behind the scenes
over recent months to rebuild the Bulls.

Most importantly, thank you to the Thargomindah
community. The incredible turnout, support, and
atmosphere throughout the day showed exactly what
country rugby league means to the bush.

The Bulls are officially back — and the future is looking
bright for rugby league in the far south-west. 🟡🔵
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Thank you for your feedback
Council would like to sincerely thank everyone who participated in the Corporate Plan 2026–2031 community consultation, including
both the online survey and in-person sessions.

Your feedback plays a vital role in shaping Council’s direction over the next five years and ensures our planning reflects what matters
most to our community.

What We Heard from the Community
Key Priorities
The consultation results show strong support for investment in the region’s future:

72% of respondents support investing in new infrastructure to support growth
Strong focus on: 

Supporting local jobs and businesses (61%)
Continued investment in infrastructure (56%)

Top Issues for the Next 4–5 Years
The community identified several key challenges Council must address:

Housing availability and affordability (72%)
Flood resilience and recovery (56%)
Water, sewerage and essential services (44%)

What This Tells Us
Overall, the feedback confirms that the community is prioritising:

Infrastructure and reliable services
Economic opportunities and local jobs
Housing availability
Resilience to natural events

These priorities provide a clear direction for where Council should focus its efforts and investment.

What Council Must Get Right
A consistent message from the community was the importance of getting the fundamentals right.
The community told us that fairness, equity and strong support for all residents must sit at the centre of Council’s future planning. There
is a clear expectation that decisions, services and investments are balanced, inclusive, and reflect the needs of the whole community.

Looking Ahead: What Success Should Look Like in 10 Years
The community also shared what success should look like over the next 10 years.Feedback has been grouped into areas where Council
has direct control, requires funding support, or plays an advocacy role.
Council-led / Within our control

New median strips and garden beds
Investment in local green spaces
Improved council facilities (e.g. tidy waste facility/dump area)
Infrastructure development (e.g. larger day care, water park)
Improved water cooling solutions
Accessible housing through planning, land use and facilitation
Tourism investment (local assets, events and promotion)
Improved efficiency – reducing wasted time and money in Council works

Council-led / Requiring funding
Town Levy
Sealing of Warri Gate
Stormwater improvements
Renewable energy alternatives

Advocacy / Influence (State, Federal or private sector)
Upgrade of hospital clinic (State Health responsibility)
More affordable freight and cost of living pressures (State/Federal policy)

What Happens Next
Council will use this feedback to finalise the Corporate Plan 2026–2031, which will guide future planning, decision-making and
investment across the region. This ensures that Council’s priorities are aligned with community expectations and focused on delivering a
sustainable, resilient and thriving future for Bulloo Shire.
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Smoking Ceremony Marks
Cleansing and New Beginnings for
Council Administration Building

Following the impacts of the March 2025 flood event and
the return to the restored Administration Building, Council
held a traditional Smoking Ceremony to mark recovery,
renewal and a fresh start for the organisation and
community.

The ceremony was well attended by Councillors, staff and
community members, reflecting a strong level of local
support and respect for this important cultural practice. 

A Smoking Ceremony is an Aboriginal cultural practice
used to cleanse a place and its people. Through the use of
smoke from native plants, the ceremony symbolically
clears negative energy and promotes healing, protection
and renewal.

The ceremony provided an opportunity to:
Cleanse the Administration Building following the
disruption caused by the floods
Acknowledge the challenges experienced by staff and
the community
Support healing and recovery across the Shire
Create a positive and respectful environment moving
forward

Council acknowledges and thanks the Kullilli People for
leading the ceremony and for sharing their cultural
knowledge in support of this important occasion.
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We Need Your Help

Council are currently struggling to keep the recycle/transfer section of the Thargomindah Refuse
Centre in a condition that is safe for the community to use, so are asking if you can help to keep the
area neat and tidy when you are taking items to the area.

One of the main issues in the recycle area is that general rubbish that should be dropped directly into
the skip bins at the entrance of the transfer station is getting mixed with items that could be recycled.
Another issue is that items are not being separated into the relevant bays, and are getting dumped at
the front of the bays instead of stacked neatly at the rear of the bays.

In order for the area to remain accessible for all users, and for items dropped in to the bays to be kept
in a reasonable condition so they can be recycled, Council is asking for your help in keeping the area
neat and tidy, and request that all items are stacked or placed neatly as far back as possible into the
collection bays.Council will no longer be using any machinery to push this area up which will retain the
condition of any items dropped off so items can be recycled or re-used. 

Some tips on how you can help us:

Place any general waste in the skip bins at the tip entrance.
This is any and all items that have no further use, the items that you usually place in your
wheelie bin, or items that are damaged past the point of them being re-usable.

Place all cardboard and paper in the designated skip bin also at the tip entrance.
Ensure all items placed in the recycle area are reusable/recyclable.

Remember, most of the items in this area are re-used or recycled by our locals – that is, your
friends and family.

Sort all items and stack neatly into the relevant bay.
Garden Waste
Scrap Metal
Tyres
Mulch
Pallets and Timber
White Goods
Reusables

One man’s trash is another man’s treasure – currently the only items council can remove for
recycling is scrap metal and tyres, everything else will eventually make it in to the landfill pit, so this
area is for items that may have some life remaining and can be re-used by our locals.
And lastly, place any waste oils in the designated oil collection area, all oils should be stored in an
appropriate, sealed container. Council staff will decant any waste oil into the correct oil tank for
collection and recycling.

Council look forward to working with the residents of Thargomindah in creating a safe and operational
transfer station 



TOILET
RULES
WHAT NOT TO FLUSH

Nappies, Sanitary Products,
Condoms & Fabric items1

2 Food Scraps, Coffee Grounds, Tea
Leaves

Cooking Fats & Oils

Chemicals, Engine Oil, Unused
Medicines

3 P’s to Flush
Pee, Poo & Toilet Paper

3

4



Building a Stronger Bulloo Together
In response to the 2025 floods, the Community Recovery and Resilience Officer (CRRO) role is about
working alongside our community to understand what worked, what didn’t, and how we can build a
stronger, better prepared Bulloo.

It’s about making sure what we build reflects real local experience, what we know works here.  My first
task has been developing a draft action plan full of ideas for events, activities, and initiatives designed to
strengthen connection, build confidence, and support recovery. It focuses on what Bulloo already does
well, where the gaps are, and how we can create practical, community-led ways of supporting one
another,  both in everyday life and in future challenges.

The Power of Connection
One year on, we’re seeing that after a disaster, one of the biggest challenges is what comes after.  Early on,
everyone pulls together, but as life moves on, support fades, and many are left dealing with it on their own.

These small moments matter more than we think.  That’s why we’re starting to create regular, daily
opportunities for people to come together, whether that’s popping into the Community Recovery &
Resilience Hub, joining a 5 at 5 or 5 at 9 walk, or getting along to upcoming community events.  Not
because there’s something “wrong”, it's simply because staying connected makes us stronger.  Recovery
isn’t just about rebuilding what was lost, it’s about looking out for each other along the way.  

Let's Get It Right - Together
To build real preparedness and resilience in our community, we need practical resources, better ways to
communicate, and stronger, more coordinated responses when it matters most.

But to get there, I need to hear from everyone , what worked, what didn’t, and what’s still missing.
This is your chance to be part of something you can look at and say, “Hey, that was my idea,” or “They’ve
planned for what happened to me.”

By the time this role wraps up, my goal is simple: that every person in Bulloo can say, I’m ready as an
individual, we’re ready as a family, and we’re ready as a community.

That, we have confidence in our local systems, council, SES, police, rural fire, all working together; our
charities understand our needs; we know what to do with our animals; where 
to go, and how information will reach us in an emergency; we've learned from 
what didn’t work, and built on what did; we can say with confidence: 

                                                  “WE'VE GOT THIS.”

      So please take a few minutes to have your say, because together, we can 
                 make sure our community is ready for whatever comes next.
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Connection is what helps people get through.
 A quick check-in.
 A chat at the footy.
 A cuppa.
 A walk alongside someone.
 A simple “how are you really going?”

Connection is what helps people get through.
 A quick check-in.
 A chat at the footy.
 A cuppa.
 A walk alongside someone.
 A simple “how are you really going?”

GillianGillian    - Your Local CRRO- Your Local CRROGillian  - Your Local CRRO
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Walking Forward Together
To support this, we are
launching 5 at 5 and 5 at 9: Walk,
Talk and Connect.
These sessions create space for
people to come together, share
experiences, and talk about what
helped during the flood and what
we want to carry forward.
The conversations will help
shape a simple, practical guide
based on real local experiences,
strengthening preparedness,
communication, and connection
for the future.
You can walk, join for coffee, or
simply share your story,
wherever you are.
Because moving forward is
easier when we do it together.
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Walk, Talk & ConnectWalk, Talk & ConnectWalk, Talk & Connect

One Year On… Staying
Connected Matters

One year on from the 2025 flood,
one thing is becoming clear,
recovery does not end when the
water goes down.
In the early days, everyone
rallies. But over time, things
quieten down, and many people
are still carrying the impact,
often on their own.
Connection is what helps people
get through. A check in, a chat, a
cuppa.  These small moments
matter more than we think.
Recovery is not just about
rebuilding. It’s about looking out
for each other along the way 💛
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Student Bursary - Now OPenStudent Bursary - Now OPenStudent Bursary - Now OPen
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Bulloo Shire Council is committed to supporting educational opportunities for students across our
region. As part of this commitment, Council allocates funding each year to provide a Student Bursary for
eligible applicants.

Applications for the 2026/2027 and 2027/2028 bursary program are now open, with applications
closing Friday, 29 May.

The bursary provides financial assistance to help cover tuition fees or other costs associated with an
approved course of study.
To apply:

Review the Student Bursary Policy
Complete the Application Form
Submit your application with supporting documentation (e.g. proof of enrolment and course details)
For more information or to obtain an application form, please contact Council.
Don’t miss this opportunity to support your studies.

Please see Next Page for ApplicationPlease see Next Page for Application
FormForm

Please see Next Page for Application
Form









What's your goal for 2026?

What do you like about the
Bulloo Shire Community?

What's your favourite food?

What's your favourite TV show or
movie?

Chris Woodland - Project Manager

Welcome to the TeamWelcome to the TeamWelcome to the Team

Tell us a little about yourself....
Born in Winton and grew up on the Sunshine Coast. I
started my career in a hardware store, worked as a

builder's labourer, studied architecture, and began my
career as a building designer. I worked for a large

building company, starting as a corporate designer,
then moving to estimator, construction supervisor,

and finally area manager. I have run my own building
design business from 1990 to the present. I have been
working with the Bulloo Shire since the renovation of

the Old Hostel building, which became the VIC
building. Gillian and I were here full-time for three
years starting in 2016. Now we are back again and

loving every second, I love my job and love being busy.

I'm looking forward to being back in the outback and soaking it all in, I
just love the Thargo life! Getting my lawn looking good is going to be a

challenge, though, haha. Looking forward to doing a lot of fishing.
Work wise, once again helping the Shire continue to be the best place in

the far Southwest.

Between the people, the location, and the weather, I love that
everyone is always willing to help each other out. There is always

something going on or someone wanting to catch up. The weeks fly
by in Thargo.

Anything seafood, love Yellowbelly. I’m spoilt though, Gillian is the
best cook, doesn’t do enough baking though!

Movies, there are many. My old favourite is “The Man From Snowy
River” “The Dirtwater Dynasty” two great Aussie movies.

TV – Ted Lasso, Billions, Yellowstone, Hardquiz, 8 out of 10 cats, too
many!



What's your goal for 2026?

What do you like about the
Bulloo Shire Community?

What's your favourite food?

What's your favourite TV show or
movie?

Gillian Strong - Community Recovery and Resilience
Officer

Honestly, being back here again, I’m still in a bit of a honeymoon phase. I’m just
loving life.

Everyone just lets you be yourself. They might shake their head and think I’m weird
sometimes, but no one’s trying to change anyone, and I love that. There’s always

something social going on, stories, a good laugh and a drink or two… life just feels
full.

After coming from a place where a lot of people won’t even make eye contact, to
where it’s normal to say hello, wave, and just be yourself, I feel right at home.

As corny as it sounds, I’m excited about my job, so my goal for 2026 is
to really make a difference in this CRRO role. I want to genuinely
connect with everyone to make sure I’m delivering what people

actually need, not just what I think they need. (So, fill out the survey!)
I know how strong, resourceful and resilient the people out here

already are, so I just want to build on that, find any gaps in support,
education or training, and help fill those in a practical way.

At the end of the day, I just want people to feel supported, informed,
connected and confident if we ever face another flood.

Anthing will chilli in it

Ted Lasso

Welcome to the TeamWelcome to the TeamWelcome to the Team

My work background has been pretty random,
from 15 years in the RAAF to managing Life. Be in it

in the NT, running my own PT business, and just
this year completing my mediator certification

with the Department of Justice. I still don’t know
what I’m going to be when I grow up.

In my earlier days, I was pretty hectic with fitness
and health, and full of ‘friendly’ advice. Thankfully,

age has brought a bit more wisdom, less advice
and a few more friends.

I’m also a mum and step mum of five, and a
grandmother of nine. I love all kids, the cheeky, the

naughty, the good, and everything in between.



YOUR 
CouncillorsCouncillorsCouncillors

Council Contacts: 

Bulloo Shire Council
Administration Centre 

Ph: 07 4621 8000 

Explore Bulloo 
Visitor Information Centre 

Ph: 07 4621 8095 

Road Updates 
Ph: 07 4621 8095 

Explorers Caravan Park 
Thargomindah 

Ph: 07 4655 3307
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