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What a month it’s been, there’s been a few changes in the Council structure - Most of
our managers have had a title change and a few movements in the staff.

Council have resolved to donate to the Premier’s Flood Appeal along with the other
22 Councils that attended that WQAC Assembly. Each Council will donate $5,000 to
help with the clean up along the South East Coast. 

We have advertised the Coffee Shop again and this time we have had a lot of interest,
so we’re hopeful that someone will take it on for the 6 months. 

Lea Macken and Sheree Parker will be utilising the Hungerford hall this tourist season
as a driver reviver stop, tourism information facility and a gallery which is a great
idea!

Amer and myself have been for a few trips around the Shire, we have visited the
Warri Gate Camp, Arrabury Road, Orientos Rd, Nappamerie Rd, Ballera,
Womanooka Rd and caught up with Steve Bonsey who is working out there at the
moment.   

We attended that SWQROC Meeting where we talked about housing, it is being
pushed big time by all the Council’s in SW QLD. Hopefully we will see something
come out of all of our lobbying in the near future.

We are investigating why the Warri Gate Rd isn’t on the ROSI Program. The ROSI
program stands for ‘Roads of Strategic Importance’ and roads have a much higher
chance of being funded by the government when on the program. We will keep
pushing for it to be added. 

Under a partnership between South West QLD Water & Sewerage Alliance and Gold
Coast Water & Sewerage, arrangements have been made for 2 guys to travel out from
the Gold Coast and spend 2 or 3 days each with Bulloo & Quilpie Shire’s water &
sewerage staff to share knowledge and ideas on sewerage operations.  

On a final note, I would like to say farewell to Richard, he has kept our Roads
department running for the past year and I wish him well in his future endeavours. 

MAYOR
John 'Tractor' Ferguson 

Mayor
John 'Tractor' Ferguson 



Re-Shovelling Responsibilities in Council Department
Council approved modifications to re-shovelling responsibilities within shire departments
to improve our efficiency and increase productivity, as presented in the figure below.   

Currently Council is looking for recruiting a Roads Manager after Richard’s decision to
pull the pin and head east for greener pasture. 
The key change is to Focus the Roads Manager on roads and bridges, and get our
Infrastructure Manager John Chen to take care of utilities, and town services. 
We consolidated finance activities (payroll, creditors, procurement) under Tiffany Dare –
Finance & Admin Manager. Tamie Warner will be managing Tourism and Economic
Development department including grants. We increased the functional responsibilities
for Council accountant Collin Duffy, to include Asset Valuation, with the plan to propose to
Council to crease a new position for next financial year. 

Issues with the Water-Cooling Plant
John is working on sorting a few teething issues with the water-cooling plant. First the
E.coli contamination, we are sorting a few things to clean the tanks, before putting the
system back on-line; the second is related to protecting the electrical components from
being damaged from power surge. Please be assured that the contaminated water did not
enter our town water reticulation system.

Warri Gate Camp
The Mayor and myself inspected the Warri Gate Camp, the boys are finishing the pad with
the plan to cast the footing for the shed on Friday 25 March, and the shed to be installed
the following week. The next step will be to start shifting the accommodation dongas and
complete the electrical and plumbing works for the camp. 

Chief Executive Officer
Amer Tawfik



Rest Areas
Providing rest areas at sites with picturesque views is one of many ideas Mayor Tractor
has, this will provide an opportunity for a day picnic trip or for overnight camping. Tamie
is working on a strategy for multiple locations, which will include providing information
signs, about the history of the area and its interesting features.  This item will be included
in next financial year’s draft budget for Council’s approval.

Potential Rest Area Site – Arrabury Road Site 





 Tourism in the BULLOO



This year has been a busy one already and we are only 3 months in. Our Tourism
Coordinator, Danielle, travelled to Moreton Bay for a Caravan Camping Expo,
where she was a part of a tourism stand for the SWQROC. Then over to the
expedition for the Outback Queensland Digital Acceleration Workshop and
Tourism Muster for 2 days. We were lucky to get her back I must add as she was
almost to the range at Withcott when all the big flooding was happening down on
the coast through to Toowoomba. A little detour via the new range bypass road
and she made it to Toowoomba, then back home safely.   
We have had some beautiful storms coming through and we love rain! It is always
good to have some greenage in the paddocks, but rain does make it tricky for our
travellers as the Warri Gate is unsealed and if closed our visitors cannot get to
Cameron Corner, a destination that has been inquired about quite a bit lately, or
down through to Tibooburra. 
With tourist season fast approaching staff have been very busy with lots of
projects, making sure we are on top of them before our visitors start flooding in.
New brochures for our attractions and maps of our shire and town have been
ordered. The Shearers Shindig planning is in full swing and coming together
nicely. Thargomindah is definitely the place to be on the 20th-21st May 2022.You
will see posters/posts for the Shearers Shindig and the Channel Country Music
Muster, which will be in July, start popping up around town and on our social
media pages. 



Roads and Town Services!



Crew 1 have started works on the Quilpie Road, to start the next lot of seal.

Crew 2 have been busy working away over on the Warri Gate Road and Warri
Gate Camp.

Crew 3 and Crew 4 are working alongside each other with Flood Damage works
on Hungerford Road.

Crew 5 are continuing on with works on Flood Damage out at Arrabury Road. 

Maintenance Crew have been busy this past month with signage, logging defects
and stabilizing outside the shop.

Maintenance Crew will be also be going down to Hungerford in the next couple
weeks to work on fixing the Paroo Crossing.



Rural Services Bulloo Buzz March 2022 

TAFE Queensland are hosting training days in Thargomindah.  They are offering: 

• Standard Mental Health First Aid on the 9th & 10th June 2022 

• Provide First Aid in remote or isolated site on the 15th & 16th June 2022 

• Infection Control Skill Set on the 16th June 2022 

These courses are fully funded under the Workforce Transition Support program. Your eligible if you are from a 

regional community impacted by drought, bushfires and COVID-19.  They are designed to help you build safe work 

practices on farms and in the community.  See poster for more information. 

 

  



 

Hungerford happenings….. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      Doug Clifford has been volunteering at the Ross Wallace 

  Sports Grounds, planting trees and installing watering  

  systems. 

   

James spreading the 

Cochineal Bug onto 

Coral Cactus. 

 

 

 

 

Discussing local issues 

with Moc & Sheree 

Parker at Hungerford     

 

 



Moc & John at the town water supply in Hungerford 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Moc Parker starting the river pump at the Hungerford Storage Dams 

 

Top Country Nutrition Workshop  - Thargomindah 

Kelsey Smith and Courtney Jackson from Top Country in Roma visited Thargomindah during March to meet with 

landholders to provide information on the range of Top Country stock feed supplements.  Eleven participants 

listened to Livestock Nutritionist Kelsey explain the advantages of adding supplements to feeding cattle, sheep, goats 

and horses.  Property visits to Besm, Thargomindah Station, Waverley Downs and Moombidary were also 

undertaken while Courtney and Kelsey were in the region. 

  

    

 



Japanese Encephalitis 

Japanese Encephalitis is a viral zoonotic disease that is spread by mosquitoes.  Waterbirds act as natural reservoirs 

for the virus, and mosquitoes can spread the virus to people, horses, pigs and other animals.  It is caused by a 

flavivirus, Japanese encephalitis virus. 

In animals, signs of disease are most common in horses and pigs. 

Japanese encephalitis is not a food safety concern.  Commercially produced pork meat and pork products are safe to 

consume. 

It is not known how the virus came into mainland Australia.  The movement of infected mosquitoes or migratory 

waterbirds may have played a part in the virus spread. 

There are no state or territory movement restrictions on the movement of horses. 

Japanese encephalitis in people 

Most human infections of Japanese Encephalitis cause no symptoms or mild symptoms such as headache or fever.  A 

person with severe disease may present with inflammation of the brain(encephalitis), characterized by sudden onset 

of vomiting, high fever and chills, severe headache, sensitivity to light, neck stiffness and nausea/vomiting.  Less that 

1 in 200 persons who get infected will develop encephalitis. 

Queenslanders are encouraged to take necessary steps to prevent being bitten by mosquitoes. (apply insect 

repellent, wear loose, light coloured clothing to cover up arms, legs and feet) Read more information from 

Queensland Health. 

Japanese Encephalitis in Horses 

Japanese encephalitis is a notifiable disease in Queensland.  If you see signs of Japanese Encephalitis in horses or 

donkeys, immediately contact Biosecurity Queensland on 13 25 23 or phone the all-hours emergency Animal disease 

Watch hotline on 1800 675 888. 

Signs of Japanese Encephalitis in horses: 

❖ Elevated temperature 

❖ Jaundice 

❖ Lethargy 

❖ Anorexia 

❖ Neurological signs which can vary in severity.  Signs can include incoordination, difficulty swallowing, 

impaired vision, and rarely hyperexcitability. 

Most cases in horses are subclinical, meaning they are infected but show no signs of disease.  Most clinical disease is 

mild, however more severe encephalitis can occur which may be fatal.  While reports of the disease in other species 

are rare, the disease has been reported in donkeys overseas.  Horses are known to be a “dead end host”.  They do 

not carry a blood infection that will reinfect mosquitoes.  Help horses to avoid mosquito bites by rugging your horse 

and applying a safe insect repellent. 

For more information go to the Queensland Health website – health.qld.gov.au 

 

 

 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See you all next year!  













Open for 6 months during the Tourist Season (01 April 2022 - 30
September 2022)  

Operating hours to be between 6:00am to 2:00pm - 7 days per week
Council to provide a subsidy of $1,000 per week to the operator

Council will be responsible for building maintenance and equipment
Operator will be responsible for utility bills, cleaning, purchasing of

goods and supplies
Operator to pay $50 per week rental fees to Council

Council is seeking qualified persons interested in the below
arrangements for the management of Coffee on Dowling.






Interested parties can contact Chloe Tuite on 07 4621 8000 or

chloet@bulloo.qld.gov.au to request an EOI form, please have this form
back to Council no later than 

12:00 pm on Thursday, 31st March 2022 addressed to the below.





Management of Coffee on Dowling
Chief Executive Officer

Bulloo Shire Council
PO Box 46

THARGOMINDAH  QLD  4492



MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT FOR
COFFEE ON DOWLING OPERATOR





B U L L O O  S H I R E  -  O U T  I N  F R O N T  D O I N  I T  E A S Y

Your Councillors

Mayor John 'Tractor' Ferguson
M: 0427 418 438

E: mayor@bulloo.qld.gov.au

Cr Shirley Girdler
M: 0459 980 869

E: shirleyg@bulloo.qld.gov.au

Cr Glyn (Dogga) Dare
M: 0428 553 289

E: glynd@bulloo.qld.gov.au

Cr Vaughan Collins
M: 0405 105 916

E: vaughanc@bulloo.qld.gov.au

Cr Stewart Morton
M: 07 4655 4362

E: stewartm@bulloo.qld.gov.au
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