
 
 

 

  

 
 

Budget 2017/2018 
Presented to Special Meeting on Tuesday 18TH July 2017 



 

 

  

 

Table of Contents 

 

Mayors Message ..................................................................................................................................... 2 

Budget Influences & Principles ............................................................................................................... 3 

10 Year Financial Forecast ...................................................................................................................... 5 

Rates Calculation Summary .................................................................................................................. 16 

Operational Plan ................................................................................................................................... 18 

Debt Policy ............................................................................................................................................ 47 

Investment Policy .................................................................................................................................. 50 

Revenue Policy ...................................................................................................................................... 54 

Revenue Statement .............................................................................................................................. 59 

 



Bulloo Shire Council 

2017-18 Budget 

Page | 2  

  

Mayors Message 
I am pleased to deliver the Budget for the 2017 – 18 financial year. 

The budget papers that are being presented detail Councils ($12.9m) budget with an additional 
($18.6m) for capital projects. All capital projects will be funded from NDRRA and internal revenue 
sources with no new borrowings this financial year. 

In the current budget year 2017-18 Council forecasts a balanced net operating result. In order to 
produce a balanced budget Council has had to make some tough decisions on both the operating and 
capital works programs. Our role as a council is to provide the community with essential services in an 
economically responsible manner. We have also used the significant amount of flood reimbursement 
to focus on the whole of the road network this year and we are expecting to see a positive and 
widespread return. 

The future projects indicate a small cumulative operating surplus at the end of the ten years of the 
sustainability forecast. Providing Council can maintain its budgetary constraint, it will be in a strong 
financial position throughout that period with sufficient positive cash flow to maintain its asset base, 
and provide community expectations in respect of the range and quality of its services. Council 
constantly reviews its programmes with a view to eliminating unnecessary costs and looking for 
opportunities to increase its revenue streams. 

Council continues to support a weaker economy and with this in mind Council has contained rate 
increases across all different rate categories and utility services to 3% with discounts for early 
payment. Based on an average residential lot in the town of Thargomindah this increase equates to 
approximately $45 per year per household. 

It is reasonable to anticipate that additional funding may become available which would allow Council 
to spend additional amounts on asset replacement or appropriate new facilities. Where realistic 
opportunities arise, these would be included in future budget revisions. 

On behalf of Councillors Jon Cobb, Donna Humphris, Shirley Girdler, Alison Petty and the management 
and staff of Bulloo Shire Council I am pleased to deliver this budget to Bulloo Shire residents and we 
look forward to meeting all the challenges that lie ahead, whilst at the same time providing essential 
services and infrastructure in the most cost efficient manner for the betterment of our shire. The 
2017/18 budget shows our commitment to ensuring that the whole of the Shire remains viable long 
into the future. 

 

 

Cr John Ferguson 
Mayor  
Bulloo Shire Council 



Bulloo Shire Council 

2017-18 Budget 

Page | 3  

  

Budget Influences & Principles  
In preparing the budget, it has been necessary to consider a number of internal and external influences that are 

likely to significantly impact on the services delivered by Council during the budget period.  Accordingly, it has 

been necessary to make some assumptions about the internal and external environment within which Council 

operates. 

The following section outlines the main assumptions made: - 

External Factors 
Inflation 

In the medium to long term Council tries to keep the level of rates in line with the level of inflation as it applies 

to Council’s costs.  The long-term trend, based on the Local Government Inflation Index, is approximately 3%, 

and this has been factored into Council’s long term sustainability forecast.  The rate increase for 2017-18 has 

been held at the same level, with longer term rate projections based on a 3% increase.   

Interest Rates 

Interest rates on money invested by Council are taken at 2.65% which is the rate currently received on our 

deposits with Queensland Treasury Corporation (QTC). 

Interest rates on existing borrowings are 4.717%, 4.256%, and 4.671%, depending on when the funds were 

borrowed. 

Flood Damage 

The area is subject to flooding in most years and this has a substantial effect on the Council’s financial 

performance and the cost of provision of most of its services.  Overall, a major flood event has three impacts on 

the Council.  Firstly, there is a significant loss of assets, which appears as a cost in the Council’s accounts.  

Secondly, the Council rebuilds the affected assets, either with its own workforce or, where that is not feasible, 

with contractors.  Thirdly, the State and Commonwealth Governments provide funding to pay for a substantial 

element of the cost of rebuilding, if submission for funding is approved. 

The financial effect of these events is complex, and the timing (together with the requirements of the Accounting 

Standards) means that expenditure in respect of a flood event is not normally matched with the income from 

the grant in the same financial year.   

Because the timing and size of flood events cannot be predicted, such events occurring in the future have not 

been included in the financial projections.  

Government Funding 

For many years the State and Federal Governments have provided substantial funding, by way of grants, to local 

governments, either as general funding for operations, as specific funding for particular activities, as capital 

funding for the construction of assets, or for the restoration of assets damaged in major natural disasters.  

Council is dependent on this funding to support the provision of services to its community and visitors to the 

area.  In preparing this budget, it has been assumed that this funding will only continue where a specific or 

general commitment by government has been made. In all other cases, no assumptions have been made 

regarding Council’s entitlement to either the continuation of such funding, or for new funding.    

Accordingly, the costs of any activities that rely on such funding are not included. 
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Budget Principles  

The budget also takes into account the following principles: 

1. The underlying operating result must ensure Council’s long-term sustainability 

2. All strategies contained within the Corporate and Operational Plans for the year must be funded in 
the budget. 

3. Rate revenue will be levied in accordance with Council’s Revenue Policy and Statement 

4. Spending and rating policies must be consistent with a reasonable degree of stability in the level of 
the rates burden. 

5. Council must have regard to the effect on future generations of decisions made. 

6. Staffing levels should be sufficient to achieve the outcomes in the operational plan. 

7. Long-term assets should be managed to maximise community benefit. 

8. Existing fees and charges should be increased in line with market forces. 

9. New revenue sources should be identified wherever possible. 

10. New initiatives or new employee proposals should be justified. 

11. Council recognises that government grants are a crucial element of financial sustainability. 

12. The balance of 2016-17 projects that were not completed by 30 June 2017 should be considered for 
inclusion in the 2017-18 budget. 

13. Council’s budget must take into account all of Council’s other strategic plans. 

14. Financial risks faced by Council must be managed having regard to economic circumstances. 

 

Financial Management Strategy 
 
By maintaining the retained surplus under the model of financial budgeting and reporting which separates 
capital and operating performance and position, Council ensures that it has, in the long term, sufficient funds 
from available sources to meet its operating and capital requirements. 
 
In the current budget year 2017-18, Council forecasts a balanced Net Operating Result.  The future projections 
indicate a small cumulative operating surplus at the end of the ten years of the sustainability forecast.  Providing 
Council can maintain its budgetary constraint, it will be in a strong financial position throughout that period, 
with sufficient positive cash flow to maintain its asset base, and provide community expectations in respect of 
the range and quality of its services.  Council constantly reviews its programmes with a view to eliminating 
unnecessary costs, and looking for opportunities to increase its revenue streams. 
 
It is reasonable to anticipate that additional funding may become available, which would allow Council to spend 
additional amounts on asset replacement, or appropriate new facilities.  Where realistic opportunities arise, 
these would be included in future budget revisions. 
 
An important aspect of our financial management and operational strategy, is to improve the way in which our 
roads are constructed, so that the annualised cost is minimised.  In view of the reduced funding available for 
roads projects, Council adopts a strategy of high-level maintenance of essential roads and a reduced, but 
sufficient service level for minor roads. 
 
As can be seen from the sustainability forecast, Council intends to fully fund its depreciation, with the resulting 
funds available for reinvesting in assets. 
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10 Year Financial Forecast 
BULLOO SHIRE COUNCIL  

Ten Year Financial Forecast 
 

Operating Statement 
 

For the Years ended 30 June 2018 - 2027 
 

          Actual Amended                     

          16/17 16/17 17/18 18/19 19/20 20/21 21/22 22/23 23/24 24/25 25/26 26/27 

Operating Revenue 
  

                    

  Rates and Utility Charges 4,684,452 4,684,000 4,807,000 4,951,210 5,099,746 5,252,739 5,421,521 5,584,166 5,751,691 5,924,242 6,101,969 6,285,029 

  Less: Discount Allowed  -232,073 -243,000 -147,000 -151,410 -155,952 -160,631 -165,450 -170,413 -175,526 -180,791 -186,215 -191,802 

  4,452,379 4,450,000 4,660,000 4,799,800 4,943,794 5,092,108 5,256,071 5,413,753 5,576,166 5,743,451 5,915,754 6,093,227 

                          
  Fees and Charges 62,181 61,000 43,000 44,290 45,619 46,987 48,397 49,849 51,344 52,885 54,471 56,105 

  Interest 232,472 245,000 277,000 425,936 424,824 419,781 413,626 410,431 403,411 405,794 414,970 425,040 

  Rental Income 290,163 306,000 311,000 321,885 333,151 344,811 356,880 369,370 382,298 395,679 409,528 423,861 

  Recoverable Works 4,378,506 5,080,000 1,542,000 1,588,260 1,620,025 1,652,426 1,685,474 1,719,184 1,753,567 1,788,639 1,824,411 1,860,900 

  Gain on Sale of Developed Land 0 10,000 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

  Grants and Subsides  9,332,920 6,470,000 6,217,000 6,403,510 6,595,615 6,793,484 6,997,288 7,207,207 7,423,423 7,646,126 7,875,510 8,111,775 

Total Operating Revenues 18,748,621 16,622,000 13,050,000 13,583,681 13,963,028 14,349,597 14,757,736 15,169,794 15,590,210 16,032,573 16,494,644 16,970,908 

                         
Operating Expenditure                         

  Administration and Governance 3,320,700 3,454,000 3,325,000 3,167,250 3,313,768 3,361,681 3,462,531 3,566,407 3,701,899 3,712,956 3,927,345 4,148,165 

  Community Services Costs 1,724,782 1,889,500 1,925,000 1,982,750 2,042,233 2,263,149 2,439,194 2,352,720 2,546,301 2,622,690 2,841,021 3,085,902 

  Infrastructure Operations 960,780 1,021,000 1,554,000 2,064,120 2,126,044 2,327,825 2,397,660 2,772,589 2,799,767 2,986,760 2,923,363 2,858,064 

  Recoverable Works Costs 4,199,372 5,265,000 1,390,000 1,429,434 1,458,023 1,487,183 1,516,927 1,547,265 1,578,211 1,609,775 1,641,970 1,674,810 

  Net Plant Operating Costs -1,729,519 -1,455,000 -1,781,000 -1,834,430 -1,889,463 -1,946,147 -2,004,531 -2,064,667 -2,126,607 -2,190,405 -2,256,118 -2,323,801 

  Health and Environmental Costs 529,609 599,000 634,000 653,020 672,611 692,789 713,573 734,980 757,029 779,740 803,132 827,226 

  Finance Costs 152,243 129,000 159,000 126,435 103,098 78,680 53,131 26,399 5,728 0 0 0 

  Depreciation 4,326,636 4,330,000 4,415,000 4,436,020 4,456,020 4,476,620 4,497,838 4,519,693 4,542,203 4,565,388 4,589,269 4,613,867 

  Works Administration Costs 1,080,290 1,302,000 1,318,000 1,357,540 1,449,766 1,390,259 1,431,967 1,474,926 1,519,174 1,667,749 1,717,781 1,769,315 

  14,564,893 16,597,500, 

12000 

12,939,000 13,382,139 13,732,098 14,132,039 14,508,289 14,930,311 15,323,704 15,754,653 16,187,765 16,653,547 

OPERATING RESULT 4,183,728 24,500 111,000 201,542 230,930 217,558 249,448 239,483 266,506 277,920 306,880 317,361 

Capital Items                         

  Sale of Non-Current Assets 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

  Flood Damaged Road Write Off 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

  Capital Grants, and Subsidies   6,924,908 7,590,000 10,001,887 

 

1,051,000 1,000,000 1,030,000 1,060,900 1,092,727 1,125,509 1,159,274 1,194,052 1,229,874 

                          

INCREASE IN OPERATING CAPABILITY 11,108,636 7,614,500 10,112,887 1,252,542 1,230,930 1,247,558 1,310,348 1,332,210 1,392,014 1,437,194 1,500,932 1,547,235 
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BULLOO SHIRE COUNCIL 
Budgeted Balance Sheet 

For the Years ended 30 June 2018 - 2027 
    Actual Amended                     
    16/17 16/17 17/18 18/19 19/20 20/21 21/22 22/23 23/24 24/25 25/26 26/27 

Current Assets                        

 Cash and Equivalents 18,323,567  15,961,220   14,197,870  14,160,792    13,992,700  13,787,540  13,681,035   13,447,032  13,526,480  13,832,344  14,164,010  14,515,018 

 Trade Receivables 1,306,043  805,277     1,144,989  1,188,649  1,197,038     1,705,979 1,207,818  1,111,685  985,195  994,921  1,004,937  1,015,225  

 Inventories 270,362    281,945   238,417  245,570    252,937   260,526  268,340   276,391    284,682  293,224   302,020    311,080  

 Other Current Assets -   -   -  -    -  -  -   -    -  -   -    -  
Total Current Assets 19,899,972   17,048,442   15,581,276  15,595,011  15,442,675  15,754,045  15,157,193  14,835,108    14,796,358  15,120,489 15,474,967    15,841,353  
 

                        Non-Current Assets                        

 Receivables 963,711   970,472   769,617  664,317    559,017  - 46,583  263,611   263,611    263,611  263,611   263,611    263,611  

 Property, Plant and 

Equipment 

210,584,813  210,673,626  224,712,344  225,763,344  226,763,344  227,793,344  228,854,244  229,946,971  231,072,480  232,231,754  233,425,806  234,655,680  
Total Non-Current Assets 211,548,524  211,644,098  225,481,961  226,427,661  227,322,361  227,746,761  229,117,855  230,210,582  231,336,091  232,495,365  233,689,417  234,919,291  
                         
TOTAL ASSETS 231,448,496 228,692,540 241,063,237 242,022,672 242,765,036 243,500,806 244,275,048 245,045,690 246,132,449 247,615,854 249,164,384 250,760,645 
 

                        Current Liabilities                         

 Trade and Other Payables 610,994  1,528,113   562,815  579,699    597,090   615,003  633,453   652,457    672,031  692,191   712,957    734,346  

 Interest Bearing Liabilities 309,718  483,000   331,809  528,428 552,846 578,395 605,127 214,189 - -  -    -  

 Provisions 283,203  80,000   287,203  295,819    304,694   313,834  323,250   332,947    342,935  353,223   363,820    374,735  
Total Current Liabilities 1,203,915  2,091,113     1,181,827    1,403,947      1,454,630     1,507,233    1,561,830     1,199,593      1,014,966    1,045,415     1,076,777      1,109,081  
 

                        Non-Current Liabilities                         

 Trade and Other Payables 157,022  157,022   164,873  169,819    174,914   180,161  185,566   191,133    196,867  202,773   208,856    215,122  

 Interest Bearing Liabilities 3,119,796 2,983,864     2,614,918    2,086,490      1,533,643   955,248  350,121   135,932    -  -   -    -  

 Provisions 254,185 419,409   275,155  283,410    291,912   300,669  309,689   318,980    328,549  338,406   348,558    359,015  
Total Non-Current Liabilities 3,531,003      3,560,295     3,054,946    2,539,718      2,000,469     1,436,079  845,376   646,045    525,416  541,179   557,414    574,137  
 

                        TOTAL LIABILITIES 4,734,918      5,651,408     4,236,773    3,943,665      3,455,099     2,943,311    2,407,206     1,845,638      1,540,382    1,586,594     1,634,192      1,683,217  
                         
NET COMMUNITY ASSETS 226,713,578  223,041,132  236,826,464  238,079,006 239,309,936 240,557,495 241,867,842 243,200,052 244,592,066 246,029,260 247,530,192 249,077,427 
 

                        Community Equity                         

 Shire Capital 108,690,985 108,690,985  108,690,985  109,741,985  110,741,985  111,771,985  112,832,885  113,925,612  115,051,121  116,210,395  117,404,447  118,634,321  

 Accumulated Surplus 15,808,259    4,545,814  25,921,146  26,122,688  26,353,618  26,571,176  26,820,624  27,060,107  27,326,612  27,604,532  27,911,412    28,228,773  

 Asset Revaluation Reserve 96,185,000  103,775,000   96,185,000  96,185,000    96,185,000   96,185,000  96,185,000   96,185,000    96,185,000  96,185,000   96,185,000    96,185,000  

 Other Reserves 6,029,333      6,029,333     6,029,333    6,029,333      6,029,333     6,029,333    6,029,333     6,029,333      6,029,333    6,029,333     6,029,333      6,029,333  
TOTAL COMMUNITY EQUITY 226,713,577 223,041,132 236,826,464 238,079,006 239,309,936 240,557,494 241,867,842 243,200,052 244,592,066 246,029,260 247,530,192 249,077,427 
             
Capital Expenditure    11,580,515   18,602,531  5,487,020  5,456,020  5,506,620    5,558,738     5,612,420      5,667,712    5,724,662     5,783,322      5,843,741  

Unfunded Depreciation  -  -  -  -  -  -   -    -  -   -    -  

Loan Repayment  339,620  631,526  631,526  631,526  631,526  631,526   631,526    219,917  -   -    -  

General Revenue for Capital  1,029  4,439,738  200,000  200,000  200,000  200,000   200,000    200,000  200,000   200,000    200,000  

              

 Target 16/17 17/18 18/19 19/20 20/21 21/22 22/23 23/24 24/25 25/26 26/27 

Working Capital Ratios  > 1.1 8.15  13.18      11.11   10.62  10.45  9.70  12.37  14.58  14.46  14.37  14.28  

Operating Surplus  0 - 15% 22.31% 0.85% 1.48% 1.65% 1.52% 1.69% 1.58% 1.71% 1.73% 1.86% 1.87% 

Net Financial Liabilities  < 60% -60.79% -86.93% -85.77% -85.85% -89.28% -86.40% -85.63% -85.03% -84.41% -83.91% -83.43% 

Asset Sustainability  > 90% 240.89% 338.73% 111.32% 110.20% 110.71% 111.23% 111.76% 112.30% 112.85% 113.42% 113.99% 
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BULLOO SHIRE COUNCIL  
Budgeted Cash Flows Statement 

 
For the Years ended 30 June 2018 - 2027 

 
    

Actual 2017 
Amend. 

16/17 

                    

    17/18 18/19 19/20 20/21 21/22 22/23 23/24 24/25 25/26 26/27 

Cash flows from operating activities: 
  

  
         

 Receipts from customers 8,879,164 10,004,021 6,445,000 6,432,350 6,609,438 6,791,521 6,989,942 7,182,786 7,381,077 7,584,974 7,749,637 8,010,232 

 Payments to suppliers and employees -11,312,591 -12,276,629 -8,380,359 -8,753,213 -9,243,574 -9,646,611 -9,934,878 -10,452,579 -10,948,642 -11,361,321 -11,769,709 -12,210,033 

  -2,433,427 -2,272,608 -1,935,359 -2,320,863 -2,634,136 -2,855,091 -2,944,936 -3,269,793 -3,567,565 -3,776,347 -3,975,072 -4,199,802 

 Interest Received 232,361 245,000 277,000 321,885 333,151 344,811 356,880 369,370 382,298 395,679 409,528 423,861 

 Rental Income 284,372 299,000 304,000 425,936 424,824 419,781 413,626 410,431 403,411 405,794 414,970 425,040 

 Non capital grants and contributions 9,332,920 6,470,000 6,217,000 6,403,510 6,595,615 6,793,484 6,997,288 7,207,207 7,423,423 7,646,126 7,875,510 8,111,775 

 Borrowing costs -152,243 -192,000 -159,000 -126,435 -103,098 -78,680 -53,131 -26,399 -5,728 0 0 0 

 

Net cash inflow (outflow) from 

operating activities 

7,263,983 4,549,392 4,703,641 4,704,033 4,616,356 4,624,306 4,769,728 4,690,816 4,635,840 4,671,252 4,724,935 4,760,875 

Cash flows from investing activities: 
  

  
         

 

Payments for property, plant and 

equipment 

-5,832,089 -5,987,000 -18,602,531 -5,487,020 -5,456,020 -5,506,620 -5,558,738 -5,612,420 -5,667,712 -5,724,662 -5,783,322 -5,843,741 

 

Proceeds from sale of property, plant 

and equipment 

346,980 330,000 254,094 200,000 200,000 200,000 200,000 200,000 200,000 200,000 200,000 200,000 

 

Grants, subsidies, contributions and 

donations 

7,103,218 7,590,000 10,001,887 1,051,000 1,000,000 1,030,000 1,060,900 1,092,727 1,125,509 1,159,274 1,194,052 1,229,874 

 

Net cash inflow (outflow) from 

investing activities 

1,618,109 1,933,000 -8,346,550 -4,236,020 -4,256,020 -4,276,620 -4,297,838 -4,319,693 -4,342,203 -4,365,388 -4,389,269 -4,413,867 

Cash flows from financing activities: 
  

  
         

 
Proceeds from borrowings 0 

 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

 
Repayment of borrowings -716,830 -679,477 -482,787 -505,091 -528,428 -552,846 -578,395 -605,127 -214,189 0 0 0 

 

Net cash inflow (outflow) from 

financing activities 

-716,830 -679,477 -482,787 -505,091 -528,428 -552,846 -578,395 -605,127 -214,189  0 0 

Net increase (decrease) in cash held 8,165,263 5,802,916 -4,125,696 -37,076 -168,092 -205,160 -106,505 -234,003 79,449 305,864 335,666 347,008 

 
Cash at beginning of reporting period 10,158,305 10,158,305 18,323,566 14,197,870 14,160,792 13,992,700 13,787,540 13,681,035 13,447,032 13,526,480 13,832,344 14,168,010 

Cash at end of reporting period 18,323,568 15,961,221 14,197,870 14,160,792 13,992,700 13,787,540 13,681,035 13,447,032 13,526,480 13,832,344 14,168,010 14,515,018 

              

    
 14,109,870 13,979,512  13,712,623 13,402,900 13,185,811 12,834,935 12,790,944 12,966,513 13,164,728 13,366,818 

 

 



Bulloo Shire Council 

2017-18 Budget 

 

 

Page | 8  

  

 

BULLOO SHIRE COUNCIL 

Ten Year Sustainability Ratios 

For the Years ended 30 June 2018 - 2027 

              

 Target   16/17 17/18 18/19 19/20 20/21 21/22 22/23 23/24 24/25 25/26 26/27 

Working Capital Ratios  > 1.1   8.15  13.18      11.11   10.62  10.45  9.70  12.37  14.58  14.46  14.37  14.28  

                          

Operating Surplus  0 - 15%   22.31% 0.85% 1.48% 1.65% 1.52% 1.69% 1.58% 1.71% 1.73% 1.86% 1.87% 

                          

Net Financial Liabilities  < 60%   -60.79% -86.93% -85.77% -85.85% -89.28% -86.40% -85.63% -85.03% -84.41% -83.91% -83.43% 

                          

Asset Sustainability  > 90%   240.89% 338.73% 111.32% 110.20% 110.71% 111.23% 111.76% 112.30% 112.85% 113.42% 113.99% 
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BULLOO SHIRE COUNCIL 
 

Budgeted Statement of Changes in Equity 
 

For the Years ended 30 June 2018 - 2027 
 

  2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 

Asset Revaluation Reserve           

Opening Balance 108,690,985.00  108,690,985.00  108,690,985.00  108,690,985.00  108,690,985.00  108,690,985.00  108,690,985.00  108,690,985.00  108,690,985.00  108,690,985.00  108,690,985.00  

Increase in Year                          -                             -                             -                             -                             -                             -                             -                             -                             -                             -                             -    

Closing Balance 108,690,985.00  108,690,985.00  108,690,985.00  108,690,985.00  108,690,985.00  108,690,985.00  108,690,985.00  108,690,985.00  108,690,985.00  108,690,985.00  108,690,985.00  

Accumulated Surplus                      

Opening Balance 8,193,759.00  15,808,259.00 25,921,146.00 27,173,688.15 28,404,618.34 29,652,176.23 30,962,524.01 32,294,733.71 33,686,748.14 35,123,942.06 36,624,874.24 

Surplus/(Deficit) for 

the year 

7,614,500.00  10,112,887.00 1,252,542.15 1,230,930.19 1,247,557.89 1,310,347,78 1,332,209.70 1,392,014.43 1,437,193.92 1,500,932.18 1,547,234.84 

Closing Balance 15,808,259.00  25,921,146.00  27,173,688.15 28,404,618.34 29,652,176.23 30,962,524.01 32,294,733.71 33,686,748.14 35,123,942.06 36,624,874.24 38,172,109.08 

Opening Balance 96,185,000.00  96,185,000.00  96,185,000.00  96,185,000.00  96,185,000.00  96,185,000.00   96,185,000.00  96,185,000.00  96,185,000.00  96,185,000.00  96,185,000.00  

Increase/(Decrease) 

for the year 

                         -                             -                             -                             -                             -                             -                             -                             -                             -                             -                             -    

Closing Balance 96,185,000.00  96,185,000.00  96,185,000.00  96,185,000.00  96,185,000.00  96,185,000.00  96,185,000.00  96,185,000.00  96,185,000.00  96,185,000.00  96,185,000.00  

Operating Reserves                       

Opening Balance  6,029,333.00      6,029,333.00      6,029,333.00  6,029,333.00  6,029,333.00  6,029,333.00  6,029,333.00  6,029,333.00  6,029,333.00  6,029,333.00  6,029,333.00  

Increase in year                          -                             -                             -                             -                             -                             -                             -                             -                             -                             -                             -    

Closing Balance     6,029,333.00      6,029,333.00      6,029,333.00  6,029,333.00  6,029,333.00  6,029,333.00  6,029,333.00  6,029,333.00  6,029,333.00  6,029,333.00  6,029,333.00  

  226,713,577.00 236,826,464.00 238,079,006.15 239,309,936.34 240,557,494.23 241,867,842.01 243,200,051.71 244,592,066.14 246,029,260.06 247,530,192.24 249,077,427.08 

TOTAL EQUITY                       

Opening Balance 219,099,077.00  226,713,577.00 236,826,464.00 238,079,006.15 239,309,936.34 240,557,494.23 241,867,842.01 243,200,051.71 244,592,066.14 246,029,260.06 247,530,192.24 

Surplus/(Deficit) for 

the year 
7,614,500.00  10,112,886.00 1,252,542.15 1,230,930.19 1,247,557.89 1,310,347.78 1,332,209.70 1,392,014.43 1,437,193.92 1,500,932.18 1,547,234.84, 

Inc/(Dec) Shire Capital                          -                             -                             -                             -                             -                             -                             -                             -                             -                             -                             -    

Total Comprehensive 

Income 
7,614,500.00 10,1112,886.00 1,252,542.15 1,230,930.19 1,247,557,89 1,310,347.78 1,332,209.70 1,392,014.43 1,437,193.92 1,500,932.18 1,547,234.84, 

Closing Balance 226,713,577.00 236,826,463.00 238,079,006.15 239,309,936.34 240,557,494.23 241,867,842.01 243,200,051.71 244,592,066.14 246,029,260.06 247,530,192.24 249,077,427.08 
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Summary of key information 
The summary provides key information about the rate increase, operating result, capital works, financial 
sustainability and key strategic activities of the Council. 
 

Council Operating Income 
Council derives income from five major sources – rates; government grants; user fees and charges, recoverable 
works and interest. As indicated in the graph below, Council is very reliant on Grant funding as a primary income 
source, we have received a prepayment $3.2m from Commonwealth Financial Assistance Grant and no 
allowance has been made for TIDS or WRUP funding.  
 
2016/17 Actual Operating Income    2017/18 Proposed Operating Income 

  

    

Councils Operating Expenditure 

Councils operating expenditure for the 2017-18 year will decrease by 11.16% compared to 2016-2017 
expenditure levels.  Net Plant Operating Costs show a larger return due to the proposed better utilisation of 
council plant. 
 
Note:  Council Flood Damage works are treated as Capital Works and not Operating Costs. 
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General rates will increase by 
3.00% across all rating 
categories for the 2017-18 year 
giving a total gross revenue of 
$4.560m.   

The budgeted net revenue from 
general rates is $4.423 million 

 

Cash & Investments        Debt Position 
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CAPITAL WORKS 

Bulloo Shire Council is continuing to undertake a very large capital program totaling $18.602m. The majority 
of this is flood damage works. 
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1720-4000-0000 Buildings $    752,000.00 

 

1730-4000-0000 Other $    202,000.00 
1740-4000-0000 Plant $     490,550.00  
1760-4000-0000 Road $ 16,800,981.00  
1780-4000-0000 Sewerage $      87,000.00  
1770-4000-0000 Water $    270,000.00  
 TOTAL $18,602,531.00 

74.61%

21.93%

0.32%

3.14% Capital Funding Sources

Capital Grants

Funded Dep'n

Asset Sale Proceeds

Reserves
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CAPITAL WORKS PROGRAM 2017-18 
        

DETAILS TYPE BUDGET CAPITAL 

GRANTS 
SOURCE RESERVES FUNDED 

DEPRECIATION 
ASSET 

PROCEEDS 

LAND (>$10 ),  IMPROVEMENTS (>$5,000) 

RECORDS THE PURCHASE OF LAND ASSETS BUT NOT LAND HELD FOR RESALE. BUILDINGS ARE ACCOUNTED FOR SEPARATELY. IMPROVEMENTS 

INCLUDE RETAINING WALLS, OVALS, LARGE SCALE LANDSCAPING.   
LAND PURCHASES - USL - CARAVAN 

PARK/HUNGERFORD 
NEW 

 

20,000   20,000   

  20,000   20,000   

 

'BUILDINGS  (>$10,000) 

RECORDS THE BUILT ASSETS ON THE LAND WHICH HAVE A ROOF AND WALLS.  EXAMPLES INCLUDE PUBLIC CONVENIENCES, HOUSES, CLUB 

HOUSES. 

BOR FUNDING 

SET-ASIDE FUNDS FOR BOR PROJECTS, COUNCIL 

SHARE 50% 

NEW 567,000    567,000  

AIRPORT TERMINAL - FURNITURE AND FURNISHINGS NEW 20,000   20,000   

THARGOMINDAH WORKSHOP - SUMMER COOLING. 
INSTALLATION OF MISTING COOLING FANS 

NEW 20,000   20,000   

THARGOMINDAH EXPLORATION CENTRE - FEASIBILITY NEW 50,000   50,000   

COMMUNITY CENTRE 

PROVIDE EXTERNAL RENOVATION           (RE-CLAD 

WALLS AND PAINT 

REPLACEMENT 60,000    60,000  

OLD HOSPITAL 

KITCHEN 
REPLACEMENT 35,000    35,000  

  752,000   90,000 662,000  

 

OTHER STRUCTURES (>$10,000) 

TOWN WALKING TRACKS - HOSPITAL TO HYDRO NEW 107,000   107,000   

CARAVAN PARK - OFFICE ACCESS RAMP UPGRADE 14,000    14,000  

CARAVAN PARK - SOLAR BOLLARD LIGHTING NEW 21,000   21,000   

THERMAL SPA BATHS NEW 20,000   20,000   

OLD HYDRO REPLACEMENT 20,000    20,000  

  182,000   148,000 34,000  

 

PLANT & EQUIPMENT 

WASTE COMPACTOR LOADER NEW 125,000   125,000   

WORKSHOP – NEW PLASMA CUTTTER NEW 16,550   16,550   

WORKSHOP – NEW MOBILE COMPRESSOR NEW 5,000   5,000   

GRADER (SELL EXCAVATOR) RENEWAL 344,000    284,000 60,000 

  490,550   146,550 284,000 60,000 
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DETAILS TYPE BUDGET CAPITAL 

GRANTS 
SOURCE RESERVES FUNDED 

DEPRECIATION 
ASSET 

PROCEEDS 

ROAD INFRASTRUCTURE (>$10,000)         BRIDGES & HYDRAULIC STRUCTURES (>$10,000) 

ARRABURY RD. MAINTENANCE GRADING OF 'GAPS' 
BETWEEN NDRRA SITES 

RENEWAL 129,180    129,180  

HUNGERFORD RD. MAINTENANCE GRADING OF 

'GAPS' BETWEEN NDRRA SITES 
RENEWAL 218,640    218,640  

WARRY GATE RD. MAINTENANCE GRADING OF 

'GAPS' BETWEEN NDRRA SITES 
RENEWAL 175,000    175,000  

HUNGERFORD RD. FORMATION RESHEETING CH 

117.00 TO CH 119.65, ROCKY HILL PAST 

MOOMBIDARY, NDRRA COMPLIMENTARY WORKS 
RENEWAL 402,000    402,000  

INNAMINCKA RD. PAVEMENT SEALING CH112.64 

TO 119.50 
NEW 1,244,078 $600,000 TTC  644,078  

INNAMINCKA RD. INSTALL CONCRETE MARGIN 

CH30.92 TO CH31.56, 2 SECTIONS. NDRRA 

COMPLIMENTARY WORKS 
NEW 243,100 243,100 R2R    

INNAMINCKA RD. INSTALL CONCRETE MARGIN 

CH60.96 TO CH60.16. NDRRA COMPLIMENTARY 

WORKS 
NEW 143,000 143,000 R2R    

INNAMINCKA RD. INSTALL CONCRETE MARGIN 

CH164.06 TO CH164.62. NDRRA 

COMPLIMENTARY WORKS 
NEW 85,800 85,800 R2R    

INNAMINCKA RD. INSTALL CONCRETE MARGIN 

CH171.84 TO CH171.92. NDRRA 

COMPLIMENTARY WORKS 
NEW 57,200 57,200 R2R    

WARRY GATE RD. INSTALL CONCRETE FLOODWAY 

CH55.72 TO CH55.78.  
NEW 264,418 264,418 R2R    

NDRRA COMPLIMENTARY WORKS.        

WARRY GATE RD. INSTALL CONCRETE FLOODWAY 

CH69.75 TO CH69.81. NDRRA COMPLIMENTARY 

WORKS. 
NEW 264,418 264,418 R2R    

GRIDS AND GATES RENEWAL 100,000    100,000  

FOOTPATHS AND KERBS RENEWAL 100,000   100,000   

COUNCIL WATER POINTS - EXCAVATE AND CLEAN OUT 

EXISTING WATER POINTS 
RENEWAL 50,000    50,000  

RESEAL RENEWAL 440,000    440,000  

BRIDGE INSPECTIONS. LEVEL 3 BRIDGE INSPECTION 

BULLOO DOWNS RD, LEVEL 2 INSPECTIONS 
RENEWAL 20,000   20,000   

DEC-JAN 2016 EVENT RENEWAL 1,486,954.25 1,486,955 NDRRA    

MAY 2016 EVENT RENEWAL 9,452,838.20 9,452,838 NDRRA    

SEPTEMBER 2016 EVENT RENEWAL 1,281,147.20 1,281,147 NDRRA    

10% COUNCIL CONTRIBUTION TO NDRRA WORKS 

BY DAY LABOUR 
RENEWAL 643,207.35    643,207.35  

  16,800,981 13,875,876  120,000 2,802,105  
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DETAILS TYPE BUDGET CAPITAL 

GRANTS 
SOURCE RESERVES FUNDED 

DEPRECIATION 
ASSET 

PROCEEDS 

SEWERAGE INFRASTRUCTURE  (>$10,000) 

THARGOMINDAH - SEWERAGE TELEMETRY. NEW 35,000   35,000   

RECONFIGURATION OF EXISTING VACUMM SEWER RENEWAL 27,000    27,000  

DOCUMENTATION AND DESIGN OF INDUSTRIAL AREA 

SEWER FOR FUTURE DEVELOPMENT AND CONNECTION 
NEW 25,000   25,000   

  87,000.00   60,000 27,000  

        

TOTAL (EXCL WATER INFRASTRUCTURE)  18,232,531 13,878,876  584,550 3,809,105 60,000 

 

DETAILS TYPE BUDGET CAPITAL 

GRANTS 
SOURCE RESERVES FUNDED 

DEPRECIATION 
ASSET 

PROCEEDS 

WATER INFRASTRUCTURE (>$10,000) – BUILDING OUR REGIONS (BOR) FUNDING APPLIED FOR THE FOLLOWING PROJECTS 

THARGOMINDAH – WATER SUPPLY TELEMETRY NEW 65,000.00    65,000.00  

RECONSTRUCTION OF BORE 01 HEADWORKS RENEWAL 25,000.00    25,000.00  

RECONSTRUCTION OF COOLING POND DISCHARGE 

HEADWORKS – STAGE 2 OF WATER SUPPLY UPGRADE 

PROGRAM 

RENEWAL 35,000.00    35,000.00  

RECONSTRUCTION OF BORE 02 HEADWORKS – STAGE 

3 OF WATER SUPPLY UPGRADE PROGRAM 
RENEWAL 25,000.00    25,000.00  

SMART METERS – RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY 

CONNECTION. STAGE 1 OR METER PROGRAM 
NEW 120,000.00    120,000.00  

  270,000.00    270,000.00  

        

  18,602,531 13,878,876  584,550 4,079,105 60,000 
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Rates Calculation Summary 
Differential General Rates 
A number of factors can result in some rate categories in the table below decreasing or increasing by more than 

3% from the previous year:- 

*  UCV changes in value and increase/decrease in the number of rateable lots. 

** Thargomindah Residential - 1 property in this rate category has a capped valuation due to UCV 

changes and split valuations.  

*** Noccundra - commercial sale of the hotel resulted in a rezoning and change of Differential Rate 

Categories of Vacant Land and Commercial. 

 

Category Category Detail 2016-17 Revenue 2017-18 Revenue % Change 

1 Vacant Land – Thargomindah  $          5,300.91 $           5,623.90   * 6.09% 

2 Vacant Land – Hungerford 
$          1,930.60 $           1,988.56 

3.00% 

3 Vacant Land – Noccundra $          2,745.46 $           3,196.68   *** 16.44% 

4 Vacant Land – Other     

5 Residential – Thargomindah  $        26,139.38 $         27,235.66   ** 4.19% 

6 Residential – Hungerford $          4,018.30 $           4,138.94 3.00% 

7 Commercial – Thargomindah  $          4,218.10 $           4,344.66 3.00% 

8 Commercial – Hungerford $              329.60 $               339.50 3.00% 

9 Commercial – Noccundra $          1,037.97 $               890.92   ***-14.17% 

10 Commercial – Other $          3,189.70 $           3,285.42 3.00% 

11 Industry - Thargomindah $        15,633.79 $         16,728.54   * 7.00% 

12 Small Rural $          1,506.10 $           1,551.32 3.00% 

13 Rural $  1,069,903.40 $   1,102,000.52 3.00% 

14 Jackson & Naccowlah $      566,518.00 $      583,510.00 3.00% 

15 Ballera Gas Centre $  2,095,514.55 $   2,131,732.00   * 1.73% 

16 Petroleum Leases $      624,976.79 $      648,362.54 3.74% 

17 Extractive Leases $          3,702.12 $           3,813.26 3.00% 

18 All Other Land $        20,632.02 $         21,250.92 3.00% 

19 Worker Accommodation 50-100 $                             - $                             - New  

20 Worker Accommodation 100-200 $                             - $                             - New 

21 Worker Accommodation >200 $                             - $                             - New 
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Water Charges 

Group Rate Group Details  
2016-17 
Revenue 

2017-18  

Revenue 

% Change 

1 Thargomindah $ 101,530 $ 104,577 3% 

2 Hungerford $   12,000 $   12,360 3% 

 

 

Sewerage Charges 

Group Rate Group Details  
2014-15 
Revenue 

2017-18 
Revenue 

% Change 

1 Thargomindah $   84,705 $   87,247 3% 

 

 

Garbage Charges 

Group Rate Group Details  
2014-15 
Revenue 

2015-16 
Revenue 

% Change 

1 Thargomindah – Environmental  $       4,706  $        4,870 3.48% 

1 Thargomindah - Collection 
 $     35,436   $      36,895 4.11% 

 

 
 

Increase in Rates and Utility Charges-  
[section 169(6) – Preparation and content of budget] 

The total value of the change, expressed as a percentage, in the rates and utility charges levied for 2017-18 
(as adopted on 18 July 2017) compared with the rates and utility charges levied in 2016/17 as adopted on 21 
June 2016 is 3%. 

 

National Competition Assessment 
Council has undertaken an assessment of its activities and has not identified any that are subject to type 3 
arrangement and therefore does not need to apply the Code of Competitive Conduct. 

 



Bulloo Shire Council 

2017-18 Budget 

 

Page | 18  

  

Operational Plan 
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Debt Policy 
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Investment Policy 
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Revenue Policy 
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Revenue Statement  

Purpose 

The Purpose of this Revenue Statement is to set out the revenue measures adopted by Council to frame its  

2017-18 Budget.  Specifically, the Revenue Statement: - 

1. Explains the rates and charges to be made or levied in the financial year. 

2. Outlines rebates and concessions available on rates and charges levied by Council. 

3. Establishes limitation in increases in rates and charges. 

4. Criteria used to decide the amount of regulatory fees. 

5. Establishes the extent by which physical and social infrastructure is to be funded by charges for the 
development giving rise to the infrastructure need. 

6. Outlines whether Council intends to maintain, decrease or increase the operating capability of the local 
government. 

7. Determines the extent to which Council will fully fund depreciation. 

Legislative Requirement 

This Revenue Statement is required under section 172 (Revenue Statement) of the Local Government 

Regulations 2012.  

Explanation of Rates and Charges Levied for 2017-18 

Rates are levied according to the principles outlined in Council’s Revenue Policy. 

Differential General Rates 

In accordance with section 15 (Categorisation of Land for Differential General Rates) of the LGR, Council has 
adopted a differential general rating scheme. 

Council has identified twenty-one (21) categories of land for rating purposes, attached hereto.  Each differential 
rate category attracts a different rate in the dollar of its unimproved capital value according to Council’s 
assessment of:- 

 The rateable value of the land and the rates which would be payable if only one general rate 
were adopted; 

 the level of general services provided to the land and the cost of providing the services 
compared to the rate burden that would apply under a single general rate; 

 the use of the land in so far as it relates to the extent of utilisation of Council’s services: 

 Location and access to services. 
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Minimum General Rate [section 77] 

Council recognises that every rateable property in the shire receives a basic level of service from Council, and as 

such, sets a minimum general rate over all rate categories to ensure that all rateable properties contribute an 

equitable amount compared to other ratepayers for the basic level of service they receive. 

Category Criteria 2017-18  

Rate in $ 

2017-18   

Minimum 

Vacant and Residential Land     

1 
All land within the Township of Thargomindah (i.e. inside the Town 

Common fence) that has a primary land use code designated as vacant 

land, horses /animal special or a reservoir. 

7.10267 $327.86 

2 All land within the Township of Hungerford that has a primary land use 

code designated as vacant land, horses /animal special or a reservoir. 
6.9298 $284.08 

3 All land within the Township of Noccundra that has a primary land use 

code designated as vacant land, horses /animal special or a reservoir. 
307.3732 $284.08 

4 
All other land not identified in another category that has a primary land 

use code designated as vacant land, horses /animal special or a 

reservoir. 

10.6859 $327.86 

5 
All land within the Township of Thargomindah (i.e. inside the Town 

Common fence) that has a primary land use code designated as a single 

unit dwelling, multi-unit dwelling, large home site or Outbuildings. 

8.7418 $327.86 

6 
All land within the Township of Hungerford that has a primary land use 

code designated as a single unit dwelling, multi-unit dwelling, large 

home site or Outbuildings. 

6.9294 $275.84 

Commercial and Industrial land     

7 
All land within the Township of Thargomindah (i.e. inside the Town 

Common fence) that has a primary land use code designated as 

commercial, special use commercial or general.   

8.7418 $393.36 

8 All land within the Township of Hungerford that has a primary land use 

code designated as commercial, special use commercial or general.   
8.8329 $339.50 

9 All land within the Township of Noccundra that has a primary land use 

code designated as commercial, special use commercial or general.   
296.9737 $329.60 

10 All other land not identified in another category that has a primary land 

use code designated as commercial, special use commercial or general.   
34.8758 $339.50 

11 
All land within the Township of Thargomindah (i.e. inside the Town 

Common fence), not identified in another category, that has a primary 

land use code designated as transport and storage or industrial.   

9.7253 $393.36 
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Rural Lands     

12 All land greater than 100 Ha but less than 1,000 Ha that has a primary 

land use code designated as grazing or agricultural. 
1.3833 $284.08 

13 All land greater than 1,000 Ha that has a primary land use code 

designated as grazing or agricultural. 
2.5132 $350.20 

Intensive Industry and Other Lands     

14 

All land recorded in Council’s land record as being used for the 

production (extraction) of Oil and / or Gas / Petroleum and / or the 

treatment thereof, currently identified as the Jackson and Naccowlah 

Oil and Gas Facility. 

98.90 $568.66 

15 
All land recorded in Council’s land record as being used for the 

production (extraction) of Gas Petroleum and/or Oil identified as the 

South West Queensland Gas Centre. 

10,658.66 $568.66 

16 
All other land used for the production of oil and/or gas not included in 

Category 14 or 15 generally known as other petroleum leases in the 

Shire. 

17.3745 $568.66 

17 All other land with a primary land use designated ‘extractive’ generally 

used for the extracting of precious metals and/or gemstones. 
62.8265 $284.08 

18 All other land in the shire.  67.2026 $350.20 

19 

All land predominately used for providing intensive accommodation 

capable of accommodating 50 or more but less than 100 persons 

(other than travelling public) in rooms, suites or caravan sites 

specifically built or provided for this purpose. 

2.2477 $10,300.00 

20 

All land predominately used for providing intensive accommodation 

capable of accommodating 100 or more but less than 200 persons 

(other than travelling public) in rooms, suites or caravan sites 

specifically built or provided for this purpose. 

2.2477 $20,600.00 

21 

All land predominately used for providing intensive accommodation 

capable of accommodating 200 or more persons (other than travelling 

public) in rooms, suites or caravan sites specifically built or provided 

for this purpose. 

2.2491 $41,200.00 
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Utility Charges [section 99] 

Utility charges will be set on an annual basis having regard to the costs associated with providing the services.  

Rates will be determined with reference to maintaining assets and providing services and will generally reflect a 

user pays principle.  Allowances will be made to balance the user pays system and to provide a service to 

ratepayers and/or the community at large at an affordable price. 

Water Rates 

Hungerford Water Rates 

Council provides a dual water supply to all properties within the serviced area – a raw water supply for garden 

use and a treated supply for human consumption.  Both Water Supplies attract a base infrastructure or access 

charge recognising that the properties have access to the water supplies.  The treated water supply attracts a 

second charge based on the property’s consumption of treated water, reflecting a user pays methodology as 

well as fulfilling a demand management role. 

Vacant properties attract a water access charge recognising that a water service is available to the land as water 

infrastructure has been installed ready to supply the property once it is occupied.   

Description Units 2017/18 Charge 

Each residence – Treated or Bore and Untreated Water Water – Access Charge $398.72 

Thargomindah Water Rates 

Council provides a water reticulation system to all properties within the serviced area of the township of 

Thargomindah.  The charging system includes the following descriptions and is defined by:   

Charge Description Definition 2017/18 Charge 

Water – Access 

Charge 

Charge applied to each parcel of land in the water area that 

has the potential to be connected to the water scheme, but is 

not connected. 

$ 282.80 

Water – Connected 

Charge 

Charge applied to a vacant land, single unit dwelling and each 

unit of a multi-unit dwelling that is connected to the water 

scheme. 

$ 441.14 

Water – Commercial 

Unit Charge 

Charge applied to each unit identified in the Commercial 

Water Unit Table 
$  73.52 

At present, not all properties are metered.  Council operates a rating regime based on an indicative allocation 

per property with a water connection.  It is Council’s intention in the future to install water meters allowing a 

two part tariff charging regime, commencing with those assessments charged the Commercial Water Unit 

Charge.  Once meters are installed a review of the utility charging methodologies will be conducted with the aim 

to adopting a new charging system to replace the current unit based approach for commercial properties. 

In recognising that the water network can service a much larger customer base and that existing connections 

should not recover all system costs, these charges are established to recover at least 35% of the costs of 

providing this service.  The costs include operating and maintenance costs together with a component seeking 

to recover an amount towards future replacement and augmentation of the system. 
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Vacant properties attract a water access charge recognising that a water service is available to the land as water 

infrastructure has been installed ready to supply the property once it is occupied.   

Water – Commercial Units 

Class Description Units 

03 Shops Government Offices, Buildings and Other Premises 6 

04 
Business & Commercial Premises with Residence (Attached or 

separate) 
16 

05 Cafes 10 

06 Caravan Parks 25 

07 Churches 3 

08 Community Centre 10 

09 Council Depot or Store 25 

10 Electrical Supply Authority Workshop 6 

11 Not allocated  

12 Hall 10 

13 Hospital / Medical Clinic 25 

14 Hotel / Motel 25 

15 Motel / Restaurant 20 

16 Laundromat 15 

17 Office, Workshop & Store 12 

18 Parks 20 

19 Post Office 6 

20 Racecourse / Showgrounds 10 

21 School  30 

22 Service Stations (Mechanical Repairs) 12 

23 Shire Office 10 

24 Swimming Pool 25 

25 Telephone Exchange  6 

26 Any other building not specified 6 
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Sewerage Rates 

Council provides a vacuum sewerage reticulation system within the township of Thargomindah.  The charging 

system includes the following descriptions and is defined by: 

Charge Description Definition 2017/18 Charge 

Sewerage – Access 

Charge 

Charge applied to each parcel of land in the sewer 

area that has the potential to be connected to the 

sewer scheme, whether connected or not. 

$ 214.90 

Sewerage – Connected 

Charge  

Charge applied to a single unit dwelling, each unit of a 

multi-unit dwelling, each room in workers 

accommodation and the 1st pedestal at all other 

connected allotments. 

$ 429.78 

Sewerage – Additional 

Pedestal 

After the Sewerage – Connected Charge, the Charge 

applied to each additional non-residential pedestal 

(including urinal cistern) that is connected to the 

sewer scheme. 

$ 214.90 
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Garbage Charges 

Council provides a garbage collection service and disposal facilities within the township of Thargomindah.  The 

charging system includes the following descriptions and is defined by: 

Description Charging Basis 2017/18 Charge 

Garbage – Domestic 

Environmental Charge 

Charge applied to each domestic assessment within 

Thargomindah to contribute towards to costs of 

providing the recycling and waste transfer facilities. 

$ 21.84 

Garbage – Commercial 

Environmental Charge 

Charge applied to each commercial assessment within 

Thargomindah to contribute towards to costs of 

providing the recycling and waste transfer facilities. 

$ 43.68 

Garbage – Domestic 

Collection 

Charge for one refuse bin of up to 240L to be collected 

and disposed of once per week from each domestic 

premises.  Each additional bin will be each charged 

another Garbage – Domestic Collection. 

$ 158.36 

Garbage – Commercial 

Collection 

Charge for one refuse bin of up to 240L to be collected 

and disposed of twice per week from each commercial 

premises.  Each additional bin will be each charged 

another Garbage – Commercial Collection.  

$ 316.68 

All properties within the garbage service area are charged a Garbage Collection Charge as defined above.  

Because the garbage collection can service a much larger number of properties than the number in the town, 

the council considers that the charge for garbage collection should cover 50% of the operating costs excluding 

capital costs.  The council intends to reduce the impact of this charge by phasing the new charges in over the 

next three year period. 

A Garbage Environmental Charge was established in 2013/14 to partly fund the operation and maintenance of 

council refuse tips and recycling facilities.  As the operational costs of these facilities are rising, council intends 

to phase in reasonable increases over the next three years to cover costs. 

All occupied properties within the service area attract the Garbage Environmental and Collection Charges 

irrespective of whether they use the service or not.  Council maintains that all levels of occupancy of land 

generate refuse that requires disposal at a central point.  As such, all occupied land owners receive a collection 

and disposal service, it is their choice whether they take advantage of the collection service. 
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Average Residential Assessment Rate Increase 

The below table displays a comparison of the 2016/17 rates and charges for an average residential assessment 
in Thargomindah. 

Description 2016/17 Charge 2017/18 Charge 

Average General Rates $ 381.92  $ 393.38 

Water – Connected Charge $ 428.27  $ 441.14 

Sewerage – Connected Charge $ 417.25  $ 429.78 

Garbage – Domestic Environmental Charge $ 21.22  $ 21.84 

Garbage – Domestic Collection $  307.46  $ 316.68 

Total $ 1,556.12  $  1,602.82 
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Rating Frequency 

For the purposes of Section 107 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, Bulloo Shire Council will levy rates 

on a half yearly basis covering the periods: 

o 1 July 2017 – 31 December 2017 
o 1 January 2018 – 30 June 2018 

Interest on Overdue Rates and Charges 

Council discourages the avoidance of responsibilities for meeting rates and charges debts and to this end Council 

will impose interest on rates and charges which remain unpaid and therefore overdue, from the end of the 

discount period. 

The rate of interest will be determined annually by resolution at the budget meeting. 

The rate of interest for the 2017-18 financial year is 11% compounding daily. 

Discount for Prompt Payment of Rates 

To encourage the prompt payment of rates and charges, a discount will be allowed on General Rates: - 

(a) Paid within 30 days after the date of issue of a rate notice. 

(b) Paid after 30 days if special circumstances apply  

The rate of discount will be determined annually by resolution at the budget meeting. 

The rate of discount for the 2017-18 financial year is 3% on General Rates. 

Rebates and Concessions  

Pensioner Remissions  

Council grants pensioner remissions according to following principles: - 

 Pensioners who comply with the conditions required for State rate remissions will be granted a 
remission equivalent to 20% of total rates and charges with a maximum subsidy payable of $200 
per annum. 

 Aged, invalid, war service, war widows, widows or other approved pensioners who comply with the 
above conditions will be granted a remission. 

 A remission of the rates granted to aged pensioner(s) in conformity with the foregoing conditions 
shall be allowed in each year without further application so long as the pensioner(s) remain 
qualified to receive such remission. 

 In genuine cases of hardship Council may grant a concession in respect of any of the charges 
imposed by the Council to Pensioners, charitable, non-profit or community organisations on 
application.
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Limitations on Increases in rates and charges (Sec 116) 

Council proposes to include a limitation on the increase in the amount of the general rate on all rateable land in the 

following differential rating categories  

Category Description Limitation on increase 

1 Vacant land – Thargomindah 20% 

5 Residential – Thargomindah 40% 

11 Industry – Thargomindah 20% 

13 Rural Land > 1,000 ha 20% 

 

State Fire Levy 

The Council has a legal obligation to collect the Emergency Management, Fire & Rescue Levy in accordance with the 
Queensland Fire and Emergency Services Act 1990. The levy is applied to all prescribed properties under the Fire and 
Rescue Service Act 1990. 

The levies are set by Regulation (The Fire and Emergency Services Regulation 2011) and vary according to the 
classification of the property and class of district in which the property is situation, and are therefore outside Bulloo 
Shire Council’s discretion.  

General and Regulatory Fees 

General charges shall be set by Council at an amount considered reasonable and relevant to the service or facility 

provided, based on the principles outlined in Council’s Revenue Policy. 

Funding of Physical and Social Infrastructure by Developers 

The Council will negotiate with any proposed new developer in relation to any extraordinary costs involved in 

providing or extending roads, water sewerage, stormwater drainage or other service to the proposed development. 

Funding of Depreciation 

Council will charge depreciation on its assets in accordance with the requirements of the relevant Australian 

Accounting Standards.  The cash equivalent of this depreciation will be used to replace Council’s non-current assets.  

It is Council’s intention to fully fund depreciation. 

 


