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BULLOO SHIRE COUNCIL  

 

MINUTES  

 

Of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held at the Council Chambers, Thargomindah on the 

12
th
 May 2009 commencing at 9:05am. 

 

PRESENT: Councillors: J.C. Ferguson (Mayor) 

  D.P. Clifford 

  R.J. Ferguson 

  A.D. Crawford 

  J.P. Cobb 

 Officers: Michael Hayward (Chief Executive Officer) 

  Peggy Ferguson (Secretary) 

 

Attendance 

 

Consulting Accountant, James Gauvin, and Consulting Engineer, George Inocentes, 

were in attendance at the commencement of the meeting. 

 

1.0 APOLOGIES  

 

NIL 

 

2.0 OBITUARIES  

 

The Mayor informed Council of the recent passing of Bronwyn Byrne.  

 

One minuteôs silence was held in remembrance. 

 

3.0 RECEIVING OF MINUTES  

 

Resolution No. 53-05-09 

 

Moved Cr RJ Ferguson seconded Cr Clifford  

 

THAT the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held 20
th
 April 2009, as 

supplied to all Councillors, be received.   

 

Carried 

 

4.0 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  

 

Resolution No. 54-05-09 

 

Moved Cr Crawford  seconded Cr Clifford  

 

THAT the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held 20
th
 April 2009, as 

supplied to all Councillors, be confirmed.   

 

Carried 
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5.0 BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES  
 

5.1 RLCIP Funding 

 

The Chief Executive Officer requested Councilôs direction on the removal of the 

façade at the front of the hall as part of the project. 

 

Council discussed the benefits of removing the existing façade and restoring the front 

of the hall to its original style. 

 

Resolved (No. 55-05-09) 

 

THAT the removal of the façade at the front of the hall is to be included in the 

specifications for the upgrade of the roof and ceiling of the Thargomindah Hall. 

 

 

6.0 TENDERS AND QUOTATIONS  

 

NIL 

 

7.0 RECEPTION AND CONSIDERATION OF OFFICERôS REPORT 
 

Resolution No. 56-05-09 

 

Moved Cr RJ Ferguson seconded Cr Cobb  

 

THAT the Officerôs Reports be received. 

 

Carried 

 

Attendance 

 

Manager of Works, Bill Carr, attended the meeting at 9:20am. 

 

Change In  Order Of Business 

 

The Chief Executive Officer requested that the Manager of Financial Services Report 

be considered as the next item of business as it was necessary for the Consulting 

Accountant to be in Mt Isa at the commencement of business on Wednesday 13
th
 May 

2009. 

 

Resolution (No. 57-05-09) 

 

Moved Cr RJ Ferguson seconded Cr Crawford  

 

THAT the Order of Business be amended and the Manager of Financial Services 

report be considered as the next item for consideration and the Chief Executive 

Officerôs Report be considered following the Works Managers Report.  

 

Carried 
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7.1 MANAGER OF FINANCIAL SERVICES REPORT  

 

7.1.1 Accounts 

 

Resolution No. 58-05-09 
 
Moved Cr Crawford seconded Cr Clifford  
 
THAT direct debits and vouchers for the month of April 2009 numbered 30616 - 
30633 totalling $3,400,967.05 be received. 
 
Carried 

 

7.1.2 Rates ï 2
nd

 Levy 2008 / 2009 

 
Council was provided with a table showing the collection statistics for the 2

nd
 levy of 

the 2008 / 2009 rates. 
 
It was reported that 97.75% of the 2

nd
 levy of rates were collected by the end of the 

discount period (i.e. 27
th
 April 2009). 

 
Noted 
 

7.1.3 Amended 2008 / 2009 Budget 
 

The Consulting Accountant presented Council with amendments to the 2008 / 2009 

budget.  The changes to Councilôs financial position were summarised as follows:- 

 Total equity has increased by $25.0m over original budget.  This is predominantly 

due to an infrastructure revaluation increase of $22.9m completed after the 

adoption of the 2008 / 2009 budget. 

 Council operating surplus has increased from $1.18m to $2.85m with most of the 

increase able to be transferred to the Sustainability Reserve. 

 Council has utilised most of its funded depreciation sources. 

 44% of total reserves comprise unspent grant monies. 

 The Operation Commitments Reserve has been created to cover works to be 

carried forward into 2009/10 and has a balance of $340,000. 

 

Resolution No. 59-05-09 
 
Moved Cr Cobb seconded Cr Crawford  
 
THAT Council adopt the following amended 2008 / 2009 budget documents which 
are included as Attachment A. 

 Statement of Cash Flows 

 Operating Statement 

 Balance Sheet  

 
Carried 
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7.1.4 Matters Raised by Elected Members 

 

NIL 

 

Attendance 

 

Consulting Accountant, James Gauvin, left the meeting at 10:15am.  Council 

adjourned for morning tea at this time. 

 

The meeting resumed at 10:30am. 

 

7.2 WORKS MANAGERôS REPORT 

 

During the presentation of his report the Works Manager informed Council that shire 

and main roads flood damage work from the 2007 flood event will be completed by 

9
th
 June 2009. 

 

Upon completion of the flood damage work, Council will continue work on the:- 

 Innamincka Road  

 RMPC work (for completion by 30
th
 June 2009) 

 

7.2.1 Matters Raised by Elected Members 

 

Raised by Issues Raised 

Cr Cobb  Road between Murra Murra and Durham Downs needs 

to be graded. 

Mayor Cr JC Ferguson  Maintenance schedules on all plant, with particular 

attention to trailers, to be reviewed  

Cr Crawford  Relocate tables from pool to memorial park during the 

winter months. 

Cr Crawford Football is being held in Thargomindah on 13
th
 June & 

1
st
 August 2009 

Cr Crawford  Limiting public use of  the private access road to the 

IOR fuel facility off Stafford Street. 

Cr Crawford Review the amount of fill being used to cover gravesites 

to alleviate mounds. 

Cr Clifford  Hungerford water tank losing water 
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Attendance 

 

Works Manager, Bill Carr, and Consulting Engineer, George Inocentes, left the 

meeting at 11:40am. 

 

7.3 CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICERôS REPORT 

 

7.3.1 Establishment of Date Farm 

 

The Chief Executive Officer advised that Mr Hampel has had soil samples tested 

from several locations around the Thargomindah town area and he has expressed 

interest in accessing the waste water from the sewerage treatment plant for the 

proposed plantation. 

Mr Hampel is keen to establish a date plantation in Thargomindah and is seeking 

Councilôs support for this project. 

Council discussed the various land and water options that may be available / suitable 

for the establishment of a date plantation. 

 

Mr Hampel was present in the public gallery and Mayor Cr JC Ferguson invited Mr 

Hampel to address Council on his proposed development. 

 

The Chief Executive Officer advised that Council owned and / or controlled lands is 

subject to legislative requirements and that the reuse of waste water for this type of 

development may require Environmental Protection Agency approvals. 

 

Resolution No. 60-05-09 

 

Moved Cr RJ Ferguson seconded Cr Clifford  

 

THAT the Chief Executive Officer investigate:- 

 

1. Availability of surplus water from Thargomindah Bore for non domestic purposes 
 

2. The process of sub leasing approximately 10 hectares on Lot 6 on T1914 for 

agricultural purpose 

 

Carried 

 

Adjournment 

 

Council adjourned for lunch at 12:33pm and resumed at 1:19pm. 
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7.3.2 Enterprise Bargaining 

 

Closure of Meeting 

 

Resolution No. 61-05-09 

 

Moved Cr Clifford seconded Cr RJ Ferguson  

 

THAT, pursuant to Section 463(1) (b) of the Local Government Act 1993, the 

meeting be closed to the public to discuss Enterprise Agreement matters. 

 

Carried 

 

The meeting was declared closed to the public at 1:20pm. 

 

 

Attendance 

 

Peggy Ferguson left the meeting at 1:30pm. 

 

Resolution No. 62-05-09 

 

Moved Cr Clifford seconded Cr RJ Ferguson  

 

THAT the meeting be reopened to the public. 

 

Carried 

 

The meeting was reopened to the public at 3:05pm. 

 

 

During the closed meeting the Chief Executive Officer advised Council of the 

contents of the logs of claims from the Australian Services Union and the Australian 

Workers Union. 

 

Attendance 

 

Peggy Ferguson returned to the meeting at 3:05pm. 

 

7.3.3 Matters for Councillor Information  

a) Restoration Works ï Historical Printing Works Building  

 

Following a complaint regarding the unsafe condition of the Historical Printing 

Works building located in Sams Street, the Mayor, Works Manager and CEO 

undertook an inspection of the building. 

The building is in a dilapidated state and is in an unsafe condition with some of the 

walls only  held up in places by the cement render. 
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Council officers are currently investigating options regarding possible solutions 

including restoration, demolition and/or relocation of the building to the historical 

precinct in Dowling Street. 

The Chief Executive Officer advised that there may be funding available to restore / 

relocate the building. 

 

Resolved No. 63-05-09 

 

Moved Cr Crawford seconded Cr Clifford  

 

THAT the matter be held over for further consideration at the Ordinary Meeting to be 

held June 2009. 

 

Carried 

 

7.3.4 Matters Raised by Elected Members 
 

Raised by Issues Raised 

Cr RJ Ferguson  Tenders for common fencing 

Cr RJ Ferguson  Review and update Councillorôs MPI statements 

Cr Cobb Power at Noccundra Race Course 

 

Attendance 

 

Manager of Corporate Services, Karen Dare, and Jim Herbert ï Department of 

Natural Resources, attended the meeting at 3:15pm. 

 

7.4 MANAGER OF CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT 

 

7.4.1 Water Agreements 

 

A report was submitted to the March Meeting of Council, advising that the 

Department of Natural Resources and Water had performed a review of the Stock 

Route Water Agreements and had developed a more equitable method for calculating 

Water Agreement fees.  Council was advised that all previous agreements were 

terminated on 30 June 2007, under the Land Protection Act 2002 and that Council 

needed to negotiate replacement agreements with landowners.  These agreements are 

required in order that property owners can legally access the facilities. 

 

To enable the process to proceed, Councilôs views were sought as to whether they 

wished to retain an interest in watering facilities on stock routes.  

Council requested that letters be forwarded to landowners adjoining stock route 

watering facilities requesting that they advise of their interest in the watering 

facilities.   
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Responses were received from 7 property owners expressing an interest in applying 

for an application for a stock route water facility agreement. 

 

Councilôs views were sought in relation to the viability of retaining an interest in 

watering facilities on stock routes. 

 

Resolution No. 64-05-09 

 

Moved Cr RJ Ferguson seconded Cr Cobb 

 

1. THAT stock route water facility agreements be drawn up between Council, 

Department of Environment and Resource Management and landowners for the 

facilities indentified in Table 1 below, and that costs relating to the repairs and 

maintenance of the assets at the stock route watering facilities be borne by the 

landowner, in exchange for use of the facilities. 

 

Table 1: 

Owner Property Watering Facility  

Gordon & Eileen Easton Yakara Paterbin 

Jack & Nola Keane Wathopa Paterbin 

Brian OôConnell Yenlora Curracunya 

Ian & Lyn Glasson Picarilli Downs Urimbin 

Usher Pastoral Company Orient Station Range Tank 

 

2. THAT the matter of a stock route water facility agreement for the Tygarra Bore 

be considered further at the meeting to be held in June 2009. 

 

Carried 

 

Resolution No. 65-05-09 

 

Moved Cr Cobb seconded Cr Crawford  

 

THAT Council prepare a report identifying Council constructed water facilities 

within the Shire. 

 

Carried   

 

Attendance 
 
Jim Herbert ï Department of Natural Resources, left the meeting at 4:01pm. 
 

7.4.2 Records Archival 

 
Michael Vale was engaged by Council from 4 - 18 April 2009, to archive and 
appraise Councilôs records in accordance with the Queensland Public Records Act 
2002.  Councilôs Records Officer, Ms Tiffany Dare, assisted Mr Vale with the 
project. 
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As many of Councilôs records were destroyed in a fire in the late 50s, early 60s, the 
majority of records appraised were after this period.  Over 1200 files were appraised, 
with many being destroyed and others being retained in accordance with the relevant 
retention period.  Those records that have been kept will be destroyed or retained in 
accordance with the Queensland Public Records Act 2002. 
 
Council still has a number of records that need to be appraised and it is intended to 
reengage Mr Vale for 7 ï 10 days to finalise the project in the 2009/2010 financial 
year. 

 
Noted 
 

7.4.3 Inspection Program 
 

Following concerns raised regarding the number of wandering dogs as well as 
complaints received from the general public, it is proposed that a systematic 
approved household inspection program to assess all Thargomindah and Hungerford 
premises for the compliance with Local Law No. 6 (Keeping and the Control of 
Animals) and Local Law Policy No. 6 (Keeping and the Control of Animals) be 
implemented. 
 

Resolution No. 66-05-09 
 
Moved Cr Crawford seconded Cr RJ Ferguson  
 
THAT 
 

 Pursuant to section 1098 of the Local Government Act, Council endorse the 
ñApproved Inspection Program ï Animal Surveyò. 
 

 That pursuant to section 1098 of the Local Government Act 1993, Council 
undertake an approved systematic inspection program of all dwellings within 
Thargomindah and Hungerford to monitor compliance with limits provided under 
Councilôs Local Law No. 6 (Keeping and Control of Animals). 

 
 That the approved inspection program commence on 8

th
 June 2009, and cease on 

the 31
st
 August 2009, and will be conducted between the hours of 8.00am and 

5.00pm on weekdays only. 
 
 That a Notice of the Approved Inspection Program be advertised in the Western 

Sun and the Community Newsletter. 
 
Carried 

 

7.4.4 Matters for Councillor Information  

 

a) Dingo Baiting Campaign ï April 2009 

 

The first baiting program for 2009 was held on the 28
th
 and 29

th
 of April  2009.  A 

combination of fresh meat and pre-manufactured baits were used.  
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During the aerial baiting program on 28
th
 April 2009, 7200 pre-manufactured baits 

were dropped along the dingo barrier fence.  Fresh meat baits were dropped on 

Currawinya National Park and Nooyeah Downs.   

 

Bulloo Downs and Wathopa purchased pre-manufactured baits for the baiting 

campaign. 

 

Orientos Station used 200kg fresh meat baits and 200 pre-manufactured baits for 

ground baiting at Orientos on 29
th
 April 2009. 

 

Noted 

 

7.4.5 Matters Raised by Elected Members 

 

NIL 

 

Attendance 

 

Manager of Corporate Services, Karen Dare, left the meeting at 4:08pm. 

 

Adjournment  

 

Council adjourned for afternoon tea at 4:08pm and resumed at 4:21pm. 

 

7.5 MANAGER OF COMMUNITY SERVICES REPORT  

 

7.5.1 Childcare Facility 

 

The Chief Executive Officer advised Council that Mr Robert Pitt, Skaines, Reeves 

and Jones, is available to visit Thargomindah to discuss the proposed Childcare 

Facility. 

 

7.5.2 Matters Raised by Elected Members 

 

NIL 

 

ADOPTION OF OFFICERôS REPORT 

 

Resolution No. 67-05-09 

 

Moved Cr RJ Ferguson seconded Cr Cobb  

 

THAT the Officerôs Reports be received and those matters contained therein not 

covered by resolution be noted. 

 

Carried 

 

8.0 RECEPTION AND CONSIDERATION OF CORRESPONDENCE  
 

NIL 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING HELD 12TH MAY 2009 

- 11 ï 

 

 

8.1.1 Listed Correspondence 

 

NIL 

 

8.1.2 Late Correspondence 

 

NIL 

 

9.0 PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS OR MEMORIALS  

 

NIL 

 

10.0 CONSIDERATION AND  RECEPTION OF NOTICES OF MOTION  

 

NIL 

 

11.0 GENERAL BUSINESS 

 

NIL 

 

12.0 NEXT MEETING  

 

Resolution No. 68-05-09 

 

Moved Cr Cobb seconded Mayor Cr JC Ferguson 

 

THAT the next Ordinary Meeting of Council be held on Monday 15
th
 June 2009. 

 

Carried 

 

Attendance 

 

Peggy Ferguson left the meeting at 4:30pm. 

 

Risk Management 

 

Alan Balloch, Jardine Lloyd Thompson, attended the meeting at this time to provide 

Council with a presentation on risk management. 

 

12.1 Closure of Meeting 

 

There being no further business the meeting was declared closed at 5:34pm. 

 

 

Confirmed  / /2009 

 

 

 

________ 

Mayor  



 

 

ATTACHMENT A  
 



 

 

 


